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Preliminary pencil sketch for the artist's painting currently in progress. 
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yler Watts. Plucky and gritty. A player whom 
Coach Bryant would have deemed truly worthy to 
wear the Crimson and White. Coincidentally, both 
men played against Tennessee with serious 
injuries—Bryant with a broken leg and Watts with a 
broken foot. 

This quote from Watts’ post-game interview 
reveals the heart of a great leader and team player: 
"My foot hurt so bad . . . but Iwas bound and deter- 
mined . . . that I was going to play as long as I 
could—until I either made it through the game or 
until the thing broke . . . who cares?" 

In portraying the essence of this gridiron war- 
rior, Daniel Moore's new painting also captures the 
thrill and excitement felt by Alabama fans as they 
watched a seven-year dry spell fade into the cool 
Knoxville night. 


Daniel Moore’s original oil painting will be pub- 
lished as a Time-Limited Edition of Fine Art Prints. 
The cut-off date for placing orders is May 14, 2003. 
A50% down payment is required at time of ordering. 


Regular Edition — $175. 

Signed and numbered by Daniel A. Moore 
Signature Edition — $275. 

Signed and numbered by the artist and Tyler Watts 
Artist's Proofs — $450. 

Signed and numbered by the artist and Tyler Watts 


1-800-735-2787 


Applicable taxes and shipping charges will be added to all prices shown above. 


re 


The Greatest Wealth Building 
Opportunity Ever! 


The Timing is Perfect to Join this Winning Team and 
Work Directly with George Teague and Antonio London 


“I will make more money with SLINX “Since leaving football, I have not seen an 
than I did in the NFL!” opportunity with so much income potential.” 
George Teague Antonio London 


Unlmited Local and Long Distance Profit Big! 
Calling Plans! There are six ways you can get paid 
AND unlimited income potential! 


Over $400 Billion in revenue— 
Get in NOW and claim your share! 


Nationwide lucrative training 


r 7 | program! 
SLINX 
| 


We represent the most respected et Build your income by providing... 
technology companies in the world today! 


Fehic 
VDL 4 
‘wine ¥) 
4 Wi 3 comes to ori Pay ns 


promotional products EB CO” fledia 
. n vay ahead of the poe eee 


~ team. Call us. Well 
| yo uw win at gees ult ee 


BamaMag.com 
LAUNCH FOR 2003 SEASON 


When things happen at Alabama, be the first to know! 


Exclusive daily team 
updates from BamaMag.com 


Alabama NFL and NBA player updates 
Daily Roster Updates 


Talk with Bama Fans on Exclusive 
Message hoards 


Unlimited Access to all Thelnsiders.com 
College recruiting sites 


Total Access to Scout™ Player Database, 
including recruiting updates for Alabama 
foothall and basketball prospects, updates 
on current Alabamaplayers and alums 

in the pros 


Total Access to all college team sites in 
Thelnsiders.com network 


Total Access to all 


NEW TOTAL NFL sites 
ACCESS PASS 


Join us now at www.BamaMag.com! 


PO. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
———— (205) 345-5074 
: FAX (205) 345-1260 

E-Mail: BamaMag@aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 


“i { 


~ INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE. 


It’s Like Having 
"BAMA MAGAZINE 


Come Every Day! 


No one covers Alabama athletics like the 
writers and photographers of 


"BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE, 
and you can get all their expertise 
24 hours per day, seven days per week, 
52 weeks per year at BamaMag.com 


New stories every day! Message boards with 
your questions answered by Kirk McNair, 
J.E. Lisby, and Freddie Kirby from ’BAmMa, and 
dozens of experts on Thelnsiders Network! 
Live chat sessions! Pictures from the weight 
room, the practice field, 
and recruiting visits! 

Log On Today 
And 


Keep Up With The Crimson Tide! 
www.BamaMag.com 


www. BamaMag.com 


Editorial & Staff 


Directory 

Publisher; Lynne McNair 

Editor: Kirk McNair 

Assistant to the Publisher: Vera Dowdle 
Photo Editor; Barry Fikes 

Associate Editor: J.E. Lisby 

Artist: Dan Proctor 


Contributing Writers: 

Drew Champlin, Tyler Christian, 
Peter Edmund, Donna Fromme, 
John Hayden, Jason Houston, 
Freddie Kirby, Andrew Varble Il 


Contributing Photographers: 
Butch Dill, Kent Gidley, Tom Neil, 
Spectrum-Southeast, University of Alabama 


Computer Consultant: 
Stuart McNair, The McNairs@hotmail.com 


Publishing Information 
‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
lished monthly for ten months from August 
to May by College Sports Publications, Inc., 
2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
Editorial office is located at 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401-2134. 
POSTMASTER: Send change of address 
to BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON 
TIDE, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 
35486-0054. 
Periodicals postage paid at Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, and at additional mailing office. 
Subscription rate is $35.00 per year. Foreign 
subscriptions $10.00 per additional. Change 
of address: Six weeks advance notice, and 
old address as well as new required. Address 
all correspondence to: Post Office Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35486-0054. 
Not responsible for unsolicited manuscripts 
or photographs unless accompanied by re- 
turn postage. Copyright © 2003 College 
Sports Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Reproduction in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 

‘BAMA is an independent publication, not 
associated with The University of Alabama. 


CHARTER MEMBER 


CSPA 


College Sports 
Publishers Association 


RO. Box 13515 
(352) 372-1215 


Gainesville, FL 32604 
FAX (352) 372-2283 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/APRIL, 2003 


APRIL, 2003 VOLUME 25, NUMBER 4 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE On The Cover: Anthony Bryant considers it an 


Contents 


honor to play football for Alabama and is taking 
steps to be the best he can be this season and 
also in 2004. See Page 12. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


Page I+ 


Page 16 


Page 26 


Spring Football: 
This Is Potentially A Very Good Tide 6 


A new coaching staff brought in new schemes and terminology, and good Alabama football players who 
have proved they are winners came out of spring practice looking like a good team. _ by Kirk McNair 


A-Day Wrap-Up: 
Fans Get Early Glimpse At Tide 10 


Spring football practice comes to a close with the announcement of spring practice award winners and 
the public display at the annual A-Day Game. 


Anthony Bryant: 


Smaller Man On Campus Is Goal 12 
Defensive tackle Anthony Bryant has had some successes and he has some goals, both on and off the 
football field. by Kirk McNair 


Donald Clarke: 
Change Looks Good To Tight End 14 


Donald Clarke wasn’t sure what to expect from Alabama's new coaching staff, but this spring he learned 
the tight end will play a major role in the offense. Clarke has worked to make a place for himself. 
by Drew Champlin and J.E. Lisby 


Baseball Tradeoff: 


Wells Is Searching For Bats 16 
Baseball Coach Jim Wells has the pitching and he has the defense. But in order to have success, he's 
also got to find or develop some men capable of good hitting. by Drew Champlin 


Gymnastics NCAA Preview: 
Young Tide Has Obstacles Ahead 20 


Sarah Patterson has been very successful as Bama’s gymnastics coach, in part because she has the ability 
to have her team peak at championship season. This year’s Tide appears to be on that familiar schedule, 
but winning the national championship again this year will be difficult. by Andrew Varble II 


Basketball Wrap-Up: 


Some Good; More Disappointing 24 
Primarily because of great success in 2002, the collapse of the Crimson Tide men’s basketball team was 
disappointing, but there were some positive achievements. by Kirk McNair 


Football Recruiting: 


Questions Remain To Be Answered 26 
Alabama has short-term and long-term football recruiting needs. There seem to be more questions than 
answers, but Bama may get off to a fast start in 2004. by Freddie Kirby 


The Departments 


2003 Spring Football Depth Chart 9 
Scorecard 28 
2003 Alabama Football Schedule 29 
Spring Sports Results 30 


APRIL, 2003/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide www.BamaMag.com 5 


Spring Football: 


This Is Potentially A Very Good Tide 


by Kirk McNair 


Much was taught and 
much was learned in 
productive spring practice 


bout the only thing wrong with 

Alabama's spring football practice was 

there just wasn’t enough of it. While 
that is a common coach's lament, in the case of 
Bama this year it was justified. A new coaching 
staff means a new system and new terminolo- 
gy. And, as new Head Coach Mike Price said, 
“We were just getting to know the players. | 
wish we could have had another week.” 

Once upon a time another week of spring 
practice would have been a player's worst 
nightmare, But things have changed since the 
days when players went at it full speed, full 
gear for hours each day ina month-long test of 
survival, While the physical aspects of football 
don’t change-blocking and tackling are still 
top requirements-spring practice is now more 
a time of teaching and learning. And there was 
much to be taught and to be learned. 

A common question from reporters to 
coaches during the spring was “How much 
of the offense (or defense or kicking game) 
did you get in?” Estimates ranged from as lit- 
tle as 50 or 60 per cent to as much as 80 or 
90 per cent. And, as Price pointed out, much 
will depend on how much the players do on 
their own to refine what has been learned 
and to retain it until next August when fall 
drills begin. 

Price was generous in his praise of Bama’s 
previous coaching staff, noting that Tide 
players were good run blockers and tacklers. 
He stressed the need to improve pass block- 
ing (and indications are that Alabama made 
progress in that area). Price also sees a need 
to recruit players for his offensive system. He 
noted on one occasion, “These players were 
recruited for a different offense.” Fast, tall 
wide receivers are a particular future need. 

Alabama will have additions from recruit- 
ing, but the foundation of the 2003 Crimson 
Tide football team was built in the 15 prac- 
tices of March. The judgment of how well 
that training went will be the won-lost bal- 
ance sheet on 13 Saturdays in the fall. 

Historically, spring is a time for optimism. 
And in the case of this Alabama football 
team, spring optimism does not seem to be 
misplaced. Bama has the potential to be very 
good. One watching practice has the feeling 
that the staff is pleased. At least a part of the 
reason for that apparent attitude can be at- 
tributed to the Price coaching style, which is 
carrot rather than stick. Bama coaches in- 
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With the completion of spring football practice, 
Alabama Head Coach Mike Price has an idea of 


where work must be done. Barry Fikes Photo 


struct and correct, all the while offering en- 
couragement. 

The new Alabama staff did not inherit a 
bankrupt program. As Price has pointed out, 
Alabama was a good football team in 2002, a 
team that went 10-3, including a 6-2 record 
in Southeastern Conference games. The 
Crimson Tide has always been an attraction 
for top players, and many are in Bama’s 
camp. And there are a number of positions 
where Alabama returns players with ability 
and experience. 


are would be the Alabama football dis- 
Res: in any year since Bama scut- 

led the Notre Dame box formation 
over a half century ago in which the position 
of greatest interest would not be quarterback. 
Bring in a new coach with a reputation for 
having a pass-happy offense coupled with 
the graduation of last year’s starter (Tyler 
Watts), and there is particular curiosity 
about the quarterback position, 

Although Price’s son, Aaron, is officially 
listed as quarterbacks coach, during spring 
practice there were few quarterback drills, 
few huddles broken without the head coach 
close by the quarterbacks. 

Alabama will have five quarterbacks in the 
fall, one or two to operate the scout team. 
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(Bama under Dennis Franchione operated 
with four quarterbacks.) In the spring, the 
depth chart was clear. To the surprise of no 
one, upcoming sophomore Brodie Croyle is 
Bama'’s number one quarterback. Although 
Price is new to Alabama, Croyle was not a 
complete unknown to him. When Croyle 
was a prep senior, Price's staff evaluated high 
school quarterbacks across the nation and 
Croyle was considered the best prospect in 
America. Price couldn't get Croyle to 
Washington State, but was pleased to have 
the young quarterback come with the 
Crimson Tide deal. 

Although every Brodie Croyle pass in the 
spring was not perfect, there were no days in 
which Croyle did not produce a near-perfect 
play. Some days there were quite a few. 
Croyle seems to fit the Price offense, which 
demands a quarterback with intelligence, 
good vision, and a good arm. Croyle brings 
another additional trait. 

“Oh, my gosh, he can make plays out of 
the pocket,” Price gushed after one practice 
in which Croyle had completed long touch- 
down passes on broken plays. “He has an 
ability to improvise.” 

Croyle didn’t expect to come out of spring 
practice with a polished offense. “It's going to 
take all summer to perfect,” he said. 

Price said on several occasions that it will 
be up to the players—particularly the quarter- 
backs and receivers—to work on their own 
through the summer in order to get better. 

While Croyle is number one at quarter- 
back, his fellow sophomore, Spencer 
Pennington, made a battle of it. Price de- 
scribed Pennington as “competing like 
crazy.” The Tide coach said, “I'm very com- 
fortable with those two at quarterback.” 

Pennington had a day or two in which he 
actually out-performed Croyle. However, it is 
likely that Pennington will be the back-up. 
Considering Croyle’s knee injury history 
(and family history as his father, John, and 
sister, Reagan, as well as Brodie have had 
knee surgeries), it is critical to have capable 
reserve strength, 

“He can definitely be that second guy,” 
Quarterbacks Coach Aaron Price said. “He 
can play college football, and he can win. He 
can be a guy we can count on in the future.” 

Like Croyle and Pennington, Brandon 
Avalos is an excellent all-around athlete. The 
redshirt freshman may be more suited to the 
option offense Alabama was using when he 
was recruited. Its possible that his best foot- 
ball position now is not quarterback. It’s also 
likely that his best sport is baseball, not foot- 
ball. And the week before the end of spring 
practice when Avalos missed the important 
scrimmage in order to make a baseball trip, 
many came to the conclusion that Avalos’ 
football days were numbered. However, 
Avalos is on full scholarship as a football play- 
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It seems as though Brodie Croyle has been Alabama’s crown prince quarterback since his days as a 
high school star. As a sophomore Croyle will be expected to take over as leader of the Crimson Tide 


offense. 


er and would not be as a baseball player, so 
he’s likely to continue football competition. 
Avalos missed the spring game after having an 
emergency appendectomy three days before 
A-Day, but is expected to recover fully. 

Two walk-ons who participated in spring 
practice at quarterback are likely headed to 
the scout team in the fall. They are Mike 
Machen, the former professional baseball 


APRIL, 2003/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Barry Fikes Photo 


player who generally looked like an athlete 
who had been away from football for a 
while, and Teo Clark. 

Pennington really enjoys Bama’s new 
down-the-field passing attack. “I’ve never 
been in an offense where they tell you the 
first read is the end zone,” he said. “That's 
where we look every time. First you look 
and see where the safeties are. We always 
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have a receiver going toward the end zone. 
That's the first read; then we check down to 
the shorter routes. It's a big-play offense. 
You've got to have people that can throw 
and catch the ball.” 


he weakness in the Alabama offense ap- 
| pears to be a lack of quality wide re- 
ceivers with the speed to force the de- 
fense to spread vertically. The offense uses 
three wide receivers on almost every play 
(sometimes it uses more, rarely fewer than 
three), but there were not many days when 
more than three were standouts. Because of 
his height and speed, Zach Fletcher, who av- 
eraged 27.6 yards per catch on his seven re- 
ceptions last year, seems to have the greatest 
potential to be a big play man. “You'd like all 
your receivers to be Zach Fletchers,” was how 
Offensive Coordinator and Receivers Coach 
Eric Price described Fletcher's physical skills. 

Triandos Luke, who had a team best 41 re- 
ceptions for 482 yards last season, probably 
was most consistent in the spring. Dre 
Fulgham, who is the top returning receiver 
in terms of yardage (505 yards on 30 recep- 
tions) showed great toughness. 

On various days, others would step up. 
Walk-on Lance Taylor had a nice scrim- 
mage, as did Brandon Greer (Croyle’s fa- 
vorite target when the two were prep stars at 
Westbrook Christian in Rainbow City). 

Brandon Brooks, Tarry Givens and Marcus 
McKnight will continue to battle for a spot 
in the rotation in the fall, when they’ll be 
joined by Antonio Carter. Carter was held 
out of spring work while he continues to re- 
habilitate from surgery to repair a stress frac- 
ture in his leg, but is expected to be 100 per 
cent in the fall. The most impressive non- 
scholarshipped performers at wide receiver 
spots were William Hold, Jason Bolding, and 
former professional baseball player Scoop 
McDowell. 

Alabama will frequently use two tight 
ends, and this seems to be an area of ade- 
quacy. With the fullback position eliminat- 
ed, 2002 starter Greg McLain moved to tight 
end and has challenged for the top spot. 
Donald Clarke (see Page 14) started about 
half the time last season and has the combi- 
nation of blocking size and_pass- 
catching/running ability to be number one. 

But among the tight ends, David Cavan 
probably had the most impressive spring, par- 
ticularly as a receiver. A lot of players are very 
happy to have Mike Price as head coach, es- 
pecially the quarterbacks and wide receivers. 
But no individual athlete has benefitted more 
than junior David Cavan. More talented 
catching the ball than blocking, Cavan was 
second string under the previous staff. But his 
hands and size make him a good fit for this 
offense. Cavan’s spring performance was good 
enough to earn him a scholarship. 

Clint Johnston, a starter about half the year 
last season, should continue to challenge for 
starting time. Former fullback Nathan Cox is 
now at tight end. 
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Perception is not always reality. Because of 
Price’s reputation for developing quarter- 
backs and a passing game, the tailback posi- 
tion seems to be an afterthought. But that’s 
not the case. Price and Running Backs Coach 
Kasey Dunn expect Alabama to be about 50- 
50 on run plays and pass plays. And, as 
Dunn pointed out, every good Washington 
State team had an excellent running back. 

Dunn added that while he had usually 
coached big running backs, he had never 
coached one as talented as relatively small 
Shaud Williams. Williams, Bama’s top run- 
ning back last year, is strong for his size, but 
Alabama is nevertheless expected to rotate 
him. In an offense that is half run and half 
pass, the tailback is expected to do a lot of 
pass blocking and Bama doesn’t want to wear 
Shaud down. 

Ray Hudson got better every week as 
Alabama's third tailback last fall. While he 
might stay behind Williams this year as the 
number two man, it would not be a surprise 
if that runner-up runner is redshirt freshman 
Kenneth Darby. Combining explosive speed 
with very good strength, Darby will get plen- 
ty of playing time next season. 

Price was generally pleased with the work 
of the offensive line in the spring. Learning 
to pass block is often a slow process, and the 
work is not near done. But the offensive line 
started with some pluses, notably two-year 
starters Justin Smiley at guard and Wesley 
Britt and Evan Mathis at tackles. 

Because of some pleasant surprises, consid- 
erable experimentation in the offensive line 
in the spring did not result in the move of 
any of those returning starters. After spend- 
ing all last season backing up Alonzo 
Ephraim at center, soph J.B. Closner started 
off spring drills working with the first unit. 
There was a lot of early talk about moving 
someone to the center position, with Evan 
Mathis, Justin Smiley and Matt Lomax men- 
tioned, But Closner performed well, allowing 
Mathis and Smiley to remain at tackle and 
guard respectively, and keeping Lomax (an- 
other nice surprise) second string at center. 

Dennis Alexander never seemed to figure 
in the plans under Franchione, perhaps be- 
cause of his portly figure. But with a fresh 
opportunity, Alexander took advantage. He 
and Offensive Line Coach Bobby Connelly 
agreed on a plan that required Alexander to 
lose weight. Alexander worked hard and was 
number one at right tackle from start to fin- 
ish in the spring. 

Many thought that Atlas Herrion would be 
one of the five best offensive linemen and 
earn a starting job, and that still may prove 
true. But Herrion may also be valuable as a 
top back-up at both guard and tackle. He 
worked at both positions in the spring. 
Redshirt freshman Grant Dickey, who also 
spent the spring working at both offensive 
guard and tackle, is one of the best athletes 
among Bama’s reserve offensive linemen. 
He’s unlikely to start next season, but 
should be a solid back-up. 
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Brooks Daniels has recorded over 100 tackles for the past two seasons. He enters his senior year as 


one of the nation’s top linebacker prospects. 


Danny Martz, Mark Sanders and Von 
Ewing will be in substitute roles. 


{ter Alabama’s offense embarrassed 

the defense with a trick play on the 

first down of a spring scrimmage, 
Mike Price apologized to the defensive unit 
for the trickery. He also reminded them of 
the coaching adage, that offense is for show 
and defense wins championships. 

Alabama isn’t eligible for traditional cham- 
pionships for another season, but the Tide 
came close to having the nation’s best de- 
fense last year. While most of the interest is 
on Alabama's offense for 2003, the defense 
could be the strength of the team. 

It starts up front, where Alabama has big 
shoes to fill. The 2002 Bama defense was 
keyed by the front four, and three of those 
four-end Kindal Moorehead and tackles 
Jarret Johnson and Kenny King—hope to be 
playing on Sundays this fall. But the cup- 
board is not bare. 

Injuries and illnesses to the four men who 
would be defensive line starters meant a lot 
of work for back-up players in the spring. In 
fact, all four of the pre-spring first teamers 
missed at least some work. End Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher, who started seven games at 
defensive end last fall, missed virtually all 
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spring work with illness and injury. Antwan 
Odom, who started five games last fall, 
missed about half the contact work after sul- 
fering a slight concussion in Bama’s first 
scrimmage work. Both should be 100 per 
cent in the fall. 

Todd Bates was sidelined through much of 
the spring with a foot infection, but then was 
hit with a one-year suspension, reportedly 
for use of a banned substance. He'll continue 
on the team, but will lose a year of eligibility 
and will have one year remaining in 2004. 

Meanwhile, some other end candidates got 
plenty of spring work, which should pay 
depth dividends in the fall. Leslie Williams 
has traveled a rocky Alabama football road 
under three coaches, but had his best prac- 
tices as a rush end in the spring. Owing to the 
absences of top candidates, redshirt freshman 
Chris Harris got more reps than he might 
have expected. 

Defensive end was a spot receiving help 
from one of the few position changes of the 
spring. Mark Anderson, who had previously 
spent some time at defensive end, was a 
back-up linebacker last fall. However, he 
agreed to go back to end in the spring, and 
that seems to be a good move. He had some 
good scrimmage work, using his height and 
speed to make sacks and knock down passes. 
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Alabama will have two new starters at 
tackle this fall, but neither top candidate is a 
stranger to the Bama playing field. Anthony 
Bryant (see Page 12) and Ahmad Childress 
were top back-up performers last year and 
are expected to be the starters in the fall. 
Both missed some spring work (Bryant with 
a bruised tailbone, Childress with illness), 
and two redshirt freshmen got a lot of prac- 
tice Lime. Jeremy Clark and Kyle Tatum 
could capitalize on the opportunity for fall 
playing time with a good summer in the 
strength program. 

Alabama would like to have at least one 
more tackle in the rotation, and it could be 
transfer Taylor Britt (Wesley's brother), who 
sat out last season, or walk-on J.P Adams. 


o say that Alabama expects to be 

i strong at linebacker would be an un- 
derstatement. Bama returns star-quali- 

ty for Defensive Coordinator and 
Linebackers Coach Joe Kines. Weakside 
linebacker Brooks Daniels has had back-to- 
back 100-tackle seasons, including a team- 
best L10 last year. Strongside linebacker 
Cornelius Wortham, was number two with 
95. Freddie Roach (63 tackles) and Derrick 
Pope (5) split time as starters in the middle. 
If there is a weakness at linebacker, it is a 
lack of depth. DeMeco Ryans saw limited ac- 
tion hehind Wortham last year, and he will 
be the back-up at strongside again, Bama was 
able to move Anderson from the back-up 
weakside linebacker to defensive end in no 
small part because of the excellent work of 
redshirt freshman Juwan Garth, Garth was 
probably the Crimson Tide player who was 
redshirted last fall who came closest to being 
used as a true freshman, With Roach and 


Pope at middle linebacker, Bama has a strong 
two deep. However, there are question marks 
beyond that, particularly after Juke King 
(who was at fullback last year) suffered a se- 
rious knee injury. 

Alabama will revert to having just one 
coach in the secondary this year. After the 
Franchione system of having one coach for 
cornerbacks and another for safeties, Chris 
Ball is coaching all four defensive backfield 
positions, 

There appeared to be clear leaders at all 
four spots through most of the spring. 

Safety Charles Jones was probably worthy 
of all-star recognition last year when he had 
85 tackles, two interceptions, and caused 
three fumbles, and Jones continued his good 
play in the spring. Roman Harper was a 
back-up Iree safety last year, but was one of 
the spring surprises as he took firm hold of 
the first team job at strong safety. Depth at 
the two spots will come from Chris James, 
Carlos Andrews, and walk-on Sammy Autry. 

Charlie Peprah was a freshman All- 
America as he took over the starting job at 
left cornerback last season. He was Alabama's 
co-leader in interceptions with four, includ- 
ing one he returned 35 yards for a touch- 
down against Georgia. He also had a 48-yard 
return for an apparent touchdown against 
Tennessee, but was ruled down just short of 
the goalline, setting up a touchdown in that 
31-14 win. 

Although a case can be made that five play- 
ers are battling for the cornerback spot oppo- 
site Peprah, Anthony Madison seemed to be 
the most consistent performer, Depth at both 
cornerback spots will come from veteran de- 
fensive backs Roberto McBride and David 
Scou, Thurman Ward (who moved back to 


defense after spending last year at wide receiv- 
er), and redshirt freshman Ramzee Robinson, 
who has the look of a future starter. 


of the schemes that will be used in the 

kicking game this fall. However, personnel 
decisions in many cases will be delayed until 
players report in August, As most Alabama 
teams, this squad should have enough fast 
men to have good coverage and return units. 
However, personnel is not a guarantee of that. 
If there is one area where one could expect 
vast improvement from the past couple of sea- 
sons, it would be in special teams play, which 
was abysmal under Franchione. Kasey Dunn, 
who is assistant head coach, is in overall 
charge of special teams. 

Although the actual ball-kickers make wp 
only a small percentage of the overall special 
teams, those kickers are most-scrutinized. 

Spring work was. generally encouraging. 
For one thing, Aaron Price is a true kicking 
coach who is able to help the kickers with 
technique. 

Although several place-kickers had good 
moments, two were standouts throughout 
the spring. Kyle Robinson, the left-footed 
kicker who ended last season number one, 
and Brian Bostick, who started the 2002 sea- 
son with the place-kicking job, will continue 
their battle for the starting job in the fall. 

Among the punters, new walk-ons Bo 
Freeland and Jeffrey Aul will duel for the job 
held by Lane Bearden. 

The top return men from last 
year-Triandos Luke and Ray Hudson on 
kickoffs and Shaud Williams on punts—are 
back, but others likely will get a look from 
the new staff. 


I: the spring, Price was able to put in most 


Guess At Post-Spring Practice Football Depth Chart 


Here is a guess at Alabama's depth chart at the end of spring practice. It does not include every player who participated in spring practice. And, 
of course, it does not include those who will join the team for the first time in August. It includes some players, such as wide receiver Antonio 
Carter, who did not participate in the spring, and some who participated very little, such as defensive end Nautyn MeKay-Loescher, who are ex- 
pected to be key performers in the fall. Alabama has three wide receiver positions—split end, flanker and slotback—and it is possible that some 
listed at one of those spots will actually be playing more at another of the positions. No one is listed at more than one offensive or defensive po- 
sition, although some may have played more than one position in the spring (such as Atlas Herrion working at both left tackle and right guard), 


OFFENSE 


Split End—Zach Fletcher, Brandon Greer, Marcus McKnight, 


Antonio Carter 


Left Tackle—Wesley Britt, Atlas Herrion, Von Ewing 
Left Guard—Justin Smiley, Mark Sanders, Andy Harrison 
Center-J_B. Closner, Matt Lomax, Cody Grammer 


Right Guard—Dennis Alexander, Danny Martz 


Right Tackle-Evan Mathis, Grant Dickey, Boone Stutz 
Tight End— David Cavan, Greg McLain, Donald Clarke, 


Clint Johnston, Nathan Cox 


Quarterback—Brodie Croyle, Spencer Pennington, Brandon Avalos, 


Mike Machen 


Tailback—Shaud Williams, Kenneth Darby, Ray Hudson, Nic Luke, 


Josh Smith 


Flanker—Triandos Luke, Brandon Brooks, Scoop McDowell, 


Jason Bolding 


Slotback—Dre Fulgham, Lance Taylor, Tarry Givens, William Hold 


Punter—Bo Freeland, Jeffrey Aul, Jeremy Schatz 


DEFENSE 


Left End—Leslie Williams, Nautyn McKay-Loescher, Todd Bates* 


Left Tackle-Anthony Bryant, Kyle Tatum, Taylor Britt 


Right Tackle-Ahmad Childress, Jeremy Clark, J.P. Adams 
Right End-Antwan Odom, Mark Anderson, Chris Harris, 
Jonathan Brunson 


Weakside Linebacker—Brooks Daniels, Juwan Garth, PJ. Fletcher 


Middle Linebacker—Freddie Roach, Derrick Pope, Brandon Dean 
Strongside Linebacker—Comelius Wortham, DeMeco Ryans, 


Allen Long, Juke King 


Left Cornerback—Charlie Peprah, Thurman Ward, 


Ramzee Robinson 


Right Cornerback—Anthony Madison, Roberto McBride, 


David Scout, Charles Hosea 


Strong Safety—-Roman Harper, Carlos Andrews, Sammy Autrey 


Safety—Charles Jones, Chris James 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


*Todd Bates will not be eligible to play in 2003 


Snapper—Nick Ridings, Boone Stutz, Justin Smiley 


Placekicker-Kyle Robinson, Brian Bostick, Mike McLaughlin, Michael Ziifle, Josh Woodard 
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A-Day Wrap-Up: 


= eS ee 
Fans Get Early Glimpse At Tide 


was running roughshod over the opposi- 

tion, there was a joke that the turning 
point came at the coin toss, The turning 
point in Alabama's spring game this year 
came earlier than that, specifically when 
Head Coach Mike Price decided to put the 
first team offense and defense together on 
the Crimson team. There was no suspense 
as those first teamers romped to a 47-0 win 
over the White. And, as they say, it really 
wasn't that close, An appreciative crowd of 
about 30,000 braved a day chillier than 
most in which Bama plays real games to 
watch the end to spring practice. 

The tone was set early. Charles Jones, who 
is an all-star caliber safety, turned in an in- 
terception that set the Crimson up at the 
White 25. On first down, quarterback 
Brodie Croyle would complete the first of 
his 13 passes and the first of his three 
touchdown passes, a 25-yard strike to Zach 
Fletcher, Croyle, who was chosen by media 
as winner of the Dixie Howell Award as the 
most valuable player in the game, would 
finish with 13 completions in 22 attempts 
with no interceptions for 260 yards. He did 
not play after the opening drive of the third 
quarter after leading the Crimson to 44 
points. Croyle had missed a practice with 
the flu and lost 12 pounds in the final week 
with the illness. 

The team statistics were as lopsided as 
might be expected, The Crimson had 19 
first downs (7 rushing, 10 pass, 2 penalty), 
the White 2 (1 rush, | pass). The Crimson 
had 57 plays for 410 yards (7.2 yards per 
play), the White 31 plays for 34 yards (1.1). 
Crimson runners carried 26 times for 137 
yards, White rushers 22 carries for -12 
yards, Crimson passing was 15 of 31 with 
one interception for 273 yards with one in- 


I: the days when Alabama's football team 


terception, White quarterbacks hitting 11 of 
17 for 46 yards with one interception. There 
was only one fumble in the game, lost by 
the White. Penalties were not a problem, 
the Crimson picking up five for 38 yards, 
the White four for 28. The Crimson con- 
verted seven of 12 third down plays, the 
White one of nine. 

The only place the White had a clear ad- 
vantage on the Crimson was in punting. 
White punters, led by Bo Freeland with two 
kicks for 89 yards, had seven boots for a 
37.3 average. The Crimson did not punt. 

Individually, the Crimson was led in rush- 
ing by Shaud Williams with eight carries for 
67 yards. Walk-on Josh Smith had four car- 
ries for 39 yards (including a 20-yard effort 
that was the longest running play of the 
day) and scored twice on one-yard runs, 
Ray Hudson had seven carries for 30 yards, 
The White was led by Kenneth Darby with 
nine runs for eight yards. 

The brightest spot for the White was the 
work of walk-on freshman quarterback 
Michael Machen, who hit five of seven pass- 
es for 32 yards in mop-up work. Spencer 
Pennington, clearly the number two quar- 
terback all spring, did not have a good day. 
With the White he was six of 10 for only 14 
yards with one interception and with the 
Crimson he was one of five for seven yards 
with another interception (returned by 
Carlos Andrews for 17 yards), 

Triandos Luke was the top Crimson re- 
ceiver with five catches for 71 yards and one 
touchdown, Luke also scored on a two-yard 
end-around run, Zach Fletcher had three 
catches for 90 yards and a touchdown, Clint 
Johnston three for 47 and a touchdown, 
Shaud Williams two for 14 and Dre 
Fulgham one for 45. Lance Taylor had three 
catches for 14 yards to lead the White. Matt 


Spring Training Award Winners 


At the conclusion of each spring practice, Alabama coaches select a number of spring 
awards, named in honor of former Crimson Tide football stars. This year the football coach- 
ing staff voted a new honor, the Mal Moore Leadership Award. The award, named for Bama’s 
longtime assistant coach and offensive coordinator who now serves as director of athletics, 
was awarded to junior offensive guard Justin Smiley in recognition of his leadership on and 
off the field. Smiley also won the Sylvester Croom Commitment to Excellence Award. The 


complete list of honorees: 


Lee Roy Jordan Headhunter: senior linebacker Derrick Pope 

Jerry Duncan “I like to Practice”: senior tailback Shaud Williams 

Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defensive Lineman: sophomore defensive end Mark Anderson 
Woodrow Lowe Most Improved Linebacker: freshman Juwan Garth 

Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive Back: sophomore strong safety Roman Harper 
Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive Lineman: senior guard Dennis Alexander 

Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver: senior split end Zach Fletcher 

Johnny Musso Most Improved Offensive Back: junior tailback Ray Hudson 

Ozzie Newsome Most Improved Freshman: tailback Kenneth Darby 

Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Best Walk-on: freshman defensive tackle J.P. Adams 
Sylvester Croom Commitment to Excellence: junior offensive guard Justin Smiley 
Derrick Thomas Community Award: sophomore quarterback Brodie Croyle 

Mal Moore Leadership: junior offensive guard Justin Smiley 


Iron Man: junior offensive tackle Wesley Britt 
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Ragland had two catches for eight yards, 
Matt Miller one for 19. 

Bama’ head coach said, “Considering the 
weather, | thought the first group looked 
pretty good, pretty crisp.” 

Price said he elected to put the first team- 
ers together for the spring game “to give 
some continuity. We spent all spring with 
the ones (first offense) going against the 
ones (first defense), but in the fall it won't 
be that way. The ones will be on the same 
side.” 

Price said from the start of spring practice 
through the A-Day game the team showed 
“vast improvement. We're not where we 
want to be and we're not where we will be. 
But now they know the plays and can work 
on them on their own.” He said the players 
would also resume their weight room regi- 
men, which was interrupted for spring prac- 
tice. Additionally, Price said, “Now we have 
some tape of them running the offense and 
defense. Before spring they were watching 
tapes of Washington State. Now they can 
watch themselves.” 

He said he thought the A-Day game was 
important for improving depth. “Everyone 
got to play,” he said. As for play-calling, 
Price said he thought the A-Day game was 
“representative, which I hope is unpre- 
dictable and unexpected, We don't want to 
be a team that always runs on first and 10 
and always passes on third and long.” 

He said the biggest improvement of the 
spring was made by the offensive line in 
pass protection, 

As for the game, he noted there were no 
delay of game penalties and no center-quar- 
terback exchange problems. And, he said, 
“We were organized. We looked like we 
knew what we were doing. We didn’t have a 
lot of alignment errors.” 

Price said he hoped the game impressed 
some 175 prospects on hand to see the 
game on unofficial visits. He said that group 
included “35 to 40 of the top-ranked 
prospects in the South,” 

In addition to the rushing and passing 
touchdowns. Brian Bostick hit two field 
goals, 36- and 19-yard efforts. 

Other than the opening touchdown and 
the first field goal, which came after the 
White fumbled a kickoff, the Crimson had 
relatively long drives for scores. Croyle’s 
touchdown passes in addition to the pass to 
Fletcher were a 24-yarder to tight end Clint 
Johnston on a broken play and a seven-yard 
bullet to Luke. 

Crimson defensive end Antwan Odom 
had four individual tackles, including two 
for losses totaling 12 yards, and was named 
winner of the Dwight Stephenson Award as 
the game's outstanding lineman. The top 
tacklers were White players: defensive back 
Carlos Andrews with nine and linebacker 
Juan Garth with six. —Kirk McNair 
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The very popular BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 
will once again be available to Crimson Tide 
fans this summer. This Special Edition 
from the writers and photographers 
of BAMA MAGAZINE provides the very finest 
in-depth analysis of the 2003 Alabama 
football team, coaches, opponents, facts, 
statistics, schedules, and the best and most 
accurate Tide football recruiting information 
available anywhere! 

The 2003 BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK will be 
mailed in late summer. 

The $12 charge includes applicable taxes, 
postage, and handling. 


VISA or MasterCard orders: 
Call 1-800-713-2261, 

FAX 1-205-345-1260 

or e-mail BamaMag@dbtech.net 


OR, Send check or money order to: 
"BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 

PO. Box 866104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 

Be sure to give name and mailing address 


Order Today! 


___ YES, send me the 2003 BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK when it is available. | enclose $12 per yearbook, which 
covers any applicable taxes and postage and handling. Total enclosed $ for Yearbooks. 


Check _—. VISA ___ MasterCard 
Name or money order payable to "BAMA 


Card # Exp 
Address 
Signature 


City ST ZIP 


Telephone Credit Card Orders to 1-800-713-2261 


Mail orders to "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
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Anthony Bryant: 


ee ee | 
Smaller Man On Campus Is Goal 


by Kirk McNair 


Defensive tackle has high 
aspirations on and off 
Crimson Tide football field 


sive line coaches-one for defensive 
ends, one for defensive tackles, Anthony 
Bryant, one of those defensive tackles, likes 
the arrangement. He knows the difference be- 
tween defensive tackles and defensive ends. 
“We give an inside push so the ends can rush 
from the outside, get the sack, and get the 
publicity,” Bryant said. 

Well, someone’ got to do the heavy lifting. 
And there aren't many who can lift better 
than Bryant. He holds the Alabama record in 
the squat, an incredible 765 pounds. He has 
also turned in a best bench press mark of 515 
pounds, an incline press of 455 pounds, and 
a hang clean of 380 pounds. 

And now that the 6-3, 348-pound Bryant is 
cutting back on another lift-the fork lift-he's 
got a chance to be an outstanding football 
player. Anthony Bryant is huge. He has 24- 


True 
Crimson 


Our popular “Elephant 
Shirt” is now available 
in True Crimson (not 
shown), as well as 
Red., White, Heather 


nder Head Coach Mike Price, Ala- 
bama’s football team has two defen- 


100% Cotton 
M-XXL 
Short-Sleeve Knit 
$37” 
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$42” 

plus tax, shipping 
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inch calves. Alabama probably has some de- 
fensive back or placekicker who doesn't have 
a 24-inch waist. But Bryant is working to get 
smaller. 

Bryant topped out at about 360. He would 
like to be at 330 when he reports for off-sea- 
son summer workouts. 

“] enjoy eating,” Bryant said. “I like to eat 
fried foods. And I like to snack. Now I'm ona 
diet. Grilled chicken. Lots of fruit. Water. 
And no late-night trips to the fast-food 
places.” 

He describes a preferred meal: “Fried cat- 
fish or fried chicken, greens, peas, and corn- 
bread.” Enthusiastically, he adds, “I don’t eat 
sweets very much, cakes or pies, things like 
that.” 

Bryant said his diet is designed to take off 
about two pounds a week, which doesn't 
seem like much. But he was able to average 
about 25 plays per game last [all at 350 
pounds. With 20 fewer pounds he thinks he 
would be good for 40 plays per game. “Last 
year we averaged about 60 plays per game on 
defense,” he said. “If Ahmad (Childress, an- 
other tackle expected to move from back-up 
to starter) and I each can give at least 40 
plays per game, we should be okay.” 

Playing in all 13 games last year, Bryant had 
333 plays. He turned in 32 tackles, including 
two stops behind the line for three yards. He 
also had four quarterback pressures, one 
forced fumble, and one fumble recovery. 


The Locker Room 


1-800-749-0992 
1218 University Boulevard 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 
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“Playing at 330 will make me a better play- 
er,” Bryant said. “Not only will I be able to 
play more, I'll be able to move faster.” 


Bryant's weight or weight-lifting, it is his 

academic status. Bryant will be listed as a 
senior this fall because when he came to 
Alabama in 2000 he was a partial academic 
qualifier. But he has worked hard in the class- 
room and is on schedule to earn his degree at 
the end of his fourth year, in May, 2004. 

While it is important to Bryant to earn that 
degree in criminal justice, it is also important 
to the Alabama football team. A partial quali- 
fier is not allowed to participate in games as a 
freshman. However, the year counts against 
his four years of eligibility. That player can 
only regain the year by completing his re- 
quirements for graduation before the start of 
his fifth and final season. 

“He is on schedule,” said Jon Dever, direc- 
tor of academic services for Alabama athletes. 
“He has been a good student and has com- 
pleted most of the tough courses he needs.” 

Bryant said he would definitely return for 
his fifth season. And Bryant isn’t interested in 
just being eligible. When his playing days are 
over (which he hopes includes some time in 
professional football), he would like to be in 
law enforcement. 


ryant came to Alabama from tiny 
Bes High School in Newbern. 

The school has some 400 students in 
12 grades, and it is likely none has been more 
athletically prominent than Anthony Bryant. 

Bryant was best known for his football tal- 
ents. He was Parade and USA Today All- 
America and Alabama’s 1A Lineman of the 
Year. He was considered the state's top 
prospect by both The Birmingham News and 
Tuscaloosa News. 

As a senior for Coach Frank Watford, 
Bryant had 178 tackles and 11 sacks. He also 
caused eight fumbles, recovered four and 
made two interceptions. As a tight end he 
caught 15 passes for 441 yards and eight 
touchdowns. 

He was also an outstanding basketball play- 
er, averaging 19 points and 12 rebounds per 
game. And in track (the only other boys sport 
at Sunshine), he set a state 1A record in the 
shot put with a toss of 55-3. 

Bryant made a little pay-back to his high 
school and Coach Watford last winter when 


I: there is one topic of greater interest than 
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Although Anthony Bryant has never started a game for Alabama, he has been a prominent member of 


the Crimson Tide defense the past two seasons. 


he was guest speaker at the football banquet. 
“I’m a little shy about that and didn’t have too 
much to say,” Bryant said. “But I told them it 
takes hard work to get to the next level.” 

Bryant’ next level nearly wasn’t Alabama. 
“Growing up, I liked Michigan,” he said. “I 
just saw them on television and liked those 
helmets. Then when Alabama beat Michigan 
in the Outback Bowl (at the end of the 1996 
season), I started to become an Alabama fan.” 

But the recruiting battle wasn’t over. “Up 
until just before signing day, I thought I was 
going to go to Mississippi State,” he said. “I 
guess it’s because I like small towns. There's 
really nothing there, which makes football 
big.” 

Eventually, though, tradition and geogra- 
phy were on Alabama's side. “The two things 
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that won me over to Alabama were it being 
closer to home where my parents could see 
me play easier and the Alabama tradition. 
The more I found out about it, the more it 
meant to me. Its really an honor to play for 
Alabama.” 

Bryant said he gave only passing thought to 
attempting to play basketball as well as foot- 
ball in college. “That's pretty tough in col- 
lege,” he said. “Football is nearly a year- 
round sport, now. I’m in the weight room 
nearly every day.” 

Bryant said his favorite sport growing up 
was basketball. “I enjoyed it more because we 
could play it year-round,” he said. “But then I 
started to get bigger and football became 
more important. I still enjoy basketball, but I 
probably don’t play more than a couple of 
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times a year.” He did show his basketball 
prowess at this year’s Night of Champions, 
the public weight-lifting exhibition produced 
by Strength Coach Ben Pollard. Held out of 
the weight-lifting portion of the production, 
Bryant was allowed to show his leaping abili- 
ty with a thunderous one-handed dunk. 

“It still wasn’t what I wanted,” Bryant said. 
“I wanted to do a windmill, but the coaches 
didn’t want me to do anything where I might 
get hurt just before the start of spring train- 


» 


ing. 


Ithough he has played in every 

Alabama game the past two years, 

nthony Bryant has never started a 

game for Bama. He hopes that changes when 
the Crimson Tide opens the 2003 season. 

He'll be playing for his third defensive line 
coach since arriving at Alabama in 2000. He 
worked under Lance Thompson, who recruit- 
ed him, in his freshman season. The past two 
years Stan Eggen was the defensive line 
coach. Now Buddy Wyatt has come in to 
work with defensive tackles. 

“Coach Wyatt is a lot of fun to be around,” 
Bryant said. “He works you hard, but he 
keeps a good sense of humor. He'll crack a 
joke, but what he’s doing is teaching a les- 
son.” 

Bryant said “everything has changed” with 
the new coaching staff. “New techniques, ter- 
minology, stance—-everything.” 

Bryant has good and bad memories from 
last year. He was very disappointed in 
Alabama losses to Oklahoma and Georgia, 
games in which Alabama had the lead until 
the last moments. But the Auburn loss was 
particularly galling because he has many 
friends at Auburn, he said. 

On the other hand, “I enjoyed beating 
Tennessee and LSU,” he said. “Those were 
two great road wins.” 

Bryant has high goals. He wants Alabama to 
go undefeated and for the defense to be 
ranked number one in the nation. “We were 
close last year,” he said. “We were third in 
total defense.” 

And he'd like to get some individual hon- 
ors. He also hopes to play professional foot- 
ball one day. “I've talked to some of the guys 
(who have gone from Alabama to the NFL), 
and they say it’s hard,” he said. “But it’s all 
football, and I like that.” 

Meanwhile, Bryant is enjoying life at The 
University. “Its been great,” he said. “I've had 
great teammates, met a lot of people, and 
been a lot of places. You know, other than 
maybe some guys who were there in the ser- 
vice, I may be the only person from Newbern 
who has ever been to Hawaii.” 
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Donald Clarke: 


Change Looks Good To Tight End 


by Drew Champlin and 
J.E. Lisby 


Senior could be prominent 
in Alabama’s new offense 


hange can be good, Change also can 
( make for apprehension. The arrival of 

Mike Price as head football coach at 
Alabama last December promised change. 
Personally, his laid-back, down-to-earth per- 
sonality is a drastic change from the up-tight 
demeanor of recent predecessors. From a 
football standpoint, Price’s pass-happy of- 
fense would also represent a significant 
change from recent years. Instead of an op- 
tion-oriented, run-first philosophy, there 
would now be three, four, and even five wide 
receivers on the field at one time. 

To a wide receiver, this sounds great. But a 
tight end had to wonder what his role would 
be in the new scheme. 

That's what tight end Donald Clarke was 
thinking when he heard that Price was going 


to be the new football coach. Clarke knew 
Price’s offense was known for producing 
high-quality quarterbacks such as Drew 
Bledsoe, Ryan Leaf, and Jason Gesser. But he 
didn’t picture many plays with the tight end 
involved. 

“When I was at home over Christmas 
break, | was watching the Rose Bowl,” 
Clarke said. “I was like ‘Oh my gosh! Four 
wides, five wides keep coming out on the 
field.’ I didn’t think I was going to play. 
Maybe I'd have to change positions or some- 
thing.” 

While there will be changes, Clarke soon 
found that he would not have to change po- 
sitions. Offensive Coordinator Eric Price as- 
sured Clarke that the tight end will play a 
major role in the Tide's offensive attack. 

Clarke learned that Price’s base offensive 
set did utilize a tight end, in fact prominently 
featuring that position. “Whenever Dad has 
had his best offensive teams, he’s had a good 
tight end who has caught a lot of passes,” 
Eric Price said, speaking of the new schemes 
he and his father are installing. “Without a 
tight end you've got two open edges for the 
defensive ends. They've got a short route; 
they don't have very far to go to get to the 
quarterback. A tight end will put the rusher 
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out another three yards. You really have only 
one open edge with a tight end providing 
protection. If you can get a big tight end who 
can catch the ball, then it's usually a good 
match-up with him on the linebacker. It’s 
also usually an easier throw, because it's a 
shorter throw for the quarterback.” 

In fact, Mike Price says he'll use his tight 
ends even more than usual next season, to 
compensate for relatively few big-play wide 
receivers. And while Bama’s base offense will 
feature only one running back, the utilization 
of two tight ends will not be uncommon. 

A big tight end, Clarke fits the mold of 
what Price is looking for. Clarke, 6-4, 264, 
saw sparse action in 2001, but played in 11 
games last year and was the starter in six 
games, including the final three. As Clarke 
sees it, the principal difference since his ar- 
rival in Tuscaloosa is his strength. “Back then 
I had the size and I had some talent, but it 
needed to be molded and sculpted into the 
right frame,” Clarke said. “When I got here 
the strength coaches helped me with that. 
Before, | was never really big on weights and 
I was never exceptionally strong. Now I've 
trained for it, gotten better and stronger, and 
Llike that” 

Clarke's strength has caught the eye of the 
Tide coaches. And his size suggests a possi- 
ble future in the NFL. Clarke says he hasn't 
talked to any scouts, but friends continually 
remind him of his pro potential, especially 
based on his height. “My friends tell me I 
have a shot,” Clarke said. “Most tight ends 
are either shorter and stronger, or more agile. 
They tell me I have the size for it. They just 
tell me to go out and try. ‘Someone your size 
playing tight end is not too common.” 


efore last season, most fans thought of 
Clarke as simply a blocking tight end. 


He didn’t catch a pass in 2001. That 
changed last year. Clarke acknowledges that 
he is a good blocker, but says the reason he 
carried the label of “blocking tight end” is 
because no offensive system dating back to 
his high school days threw to the tight end. 
“1 didn’t like being called a blocking tight 
end,” Clarke said. “I knew 1 could catch the 
ball. But | hadn't been presented with the op- 
portunity until last year. People tend to use 
that label until you can prove otherwise. At 
my junior college we really ran the ball a lot. 
Last year we started throwing the ball a little 
bit. | showed I could catch the ball, too.” 

Not only did he catch the ball, he ran with 
it as well. Clarke caught seven passes last sea- 
son for 153 yards, with a long of 43. That 
works out to an average of 21.9 yards per 
catch, trailing only big play wide receiver 
Zach Fletcher in the yards-per-catch category. 

A native of Boca Raton, Florida, Clarke's 
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Donald Clarke hasn’t caught many passes in his first two seasons at Alabama, but he has made the 
most of his opportunities, averaging 21.9 yards per reception. He hopes that Bama’s new offense will 


utilize the tight end even more. 


route to Alabama was not direct. Clarke orig- 
inally signed with Missouri, but his grades 
weren't good enough to gain initial eligibility, 
so the Missouri coaches placed him at Fort 
Scott Community College in Kansas, where 
they could keep up with him. After a redshirt 
year, Clarke earned all-conference honors his 
second season. But then, his plans took a de- 
cidedly Southern turn. He said, “My second 
year at Fort Scott, the coaching staff at 
Missouri got fired, so that released my ties to 
Missouri. I decided I wanted to go back on 
recruiting lists because I wanted to attend 
college closer to home. My coach from ju- 
nior college told me Alabama was interested 
in me.” 

Even though Clarke knew NCAA sanctions 
were coming, he was very happy to sign with 
Alabama as part of the 2001 recruiting class. 


APRIL, 2003/BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide 


Barry Fikes Photo 


Growing up in the state of Florida, he knew 
that Crimson Tide football was as good as it 
gets. “I was all ears for that,” Clarke said of 
the news of his recruitment by the Tide. “My 
decision was going to be between Missouri 
and Alabama. When I came down here on 
my official visit, Bear (Anthony Bryant) and 
Justin Smiley were my hosts. I also met (for- 
mer Tide tight ends) Theo Sanders and Terry 
Jones my first night down here. I was like ‘I 
can see myself down here.’ I came for the 
right reasons. I didn’t care about the sanc- 
tions.” He said there is great prestige in play- 
ing at a school with 12 national champi- 
onships. 


larke seems to have made a good im- 


pression on the new coaching staff. 
Assistant Coach Sparky Woods, who 
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works with tight ends, likes what he sees in 
Clarke. A tight end with Clarke's size, agility, 
and hands could play a key role in a high-oc- 
tane passing offense. Big enough to handle 
any blocking assignment and athletic enough 
to be a weapon as a receiver, Clarke is an 
“every down” tight end. Woods noted that 
he won't have to substitute for Clarke ac- 
cording to the play call. 

“Donald has a great attitude, and he’s a great 
team player,” Woods said of the senior. “He 
looks to me like he has the skills to be a player 
in this league. He's a good blocker, he can go 
down the field and catch the ball. He provides 
great leadership. He’ a pleasure to be around. 
He’s going to help us win some games.” 

Woods and the rest of the new staff have 
also made a positive impression on Clarke. 
Drills such as linemen kicking field goals 
and attempting to field punts helped make 
spring practices enjoyable for the players. 

“Coach Woods brings a lot of knowledge 
to the game,” Clarke said. “When he first got 
here he basically told us he’s looking forward 
to working with us. | look forward to work- 
ing with him.” 

Clarke characterizes the new staff as 
“Energetic.” He added, “They're outgoing 
and encouraging. They’re behind you 100 
per cent. If you're not having fun, why are 
you playing? The average person isn’t going 
to go out there and get beat up for no reason. 
This is the first time in my career I’ve prac- 
ticed and had fun practicing.” 

Clarke is Bama’s only senior at tight end, so 
for the first time since high school he will be 
looked to as a leader. It’s a role that he enjoys 
and is looking forward to. 

Clarke played a valuable role in Crimson 
Tide football before the start of spring prac- 
tice. On official visit weekends he was called 
on to host prospects. He enjoyed that duty. “I 
think I had a recruit every weekend,” Clarke 
said. “1 don’t think that happened by acci- 
dent. You won't see me walking around with 
a mad face. I’m always happy and energetic. 
Besides, I like to see the guys who are going 
to be my teammates. It gives me a first look 
at them before they get on campus.” 

Clarke is optimistic about the immediate 
future. A pass-first offense and a coaching 
staff anxious to utilize the tight end have 
Clarke hoping his final college season will be 
his best. 

Next season will mark Clarke’ fifth year of 
collegiate football, but for him the time has 
flown by. “My senior year came quick,” 
Clarke said. “Everybody said college comes 
and goes, but I didn’t believe them. My ca- 
reer has gone real quick. You want to give it 
all your senior year because you never know 
what's out there for you.” 

Clarke particularly is proud that he will 
graduate in December with a degree in 
Management. But he admits that he is more 
anxious and optimistic about the upcoming 
season than even receiving his degree. 


Baseball Tradeoff: 


Wells Is 


Searchin 
For Bats 


by Drew Champlin 


Tide has pitching, defense, 
but also needs offense 
to be a top baseball team 


efore the start of the 2003 Alabama 
baseball season, reasonable analysis 
had it that the Crimson Tide had ex- 
cellent depth in the pitching corps and ef- 
fective position players on defense. The 
question being batted around: From where 

s offensive production going to come? 

Although the designated hitter has 
changed baseball somewhat (and that’s a 
discussion for another place), America’s 
Pastime still has a purity to it that other 
sports often lack. Football, with its free 
substitution, has offensive players never ex- 
posed to playing defense, and vice versa, 
and even specialists for the most special of 
situations, such as a run-blocking second 
tight end. Basketball players play offense 
and defense, but can go out and come back 
in at almost any time to fit the situation. 
But in baseball, there is no avoiding the 
weakness. A good defensive player also has 
to contribute to the offense. A hitting star 
also must be able to catch and throw. Not 
equally, but adequately. 

Alabama Head ch Jim Wells went into 
this season with a goal of manufacturing or 
discovering the offense to blend with the 
pitching and defense. 

Wells knew he had one bona fide offen- 
sive threat in senior Beau Hearod. Hearod, 
who was a designated hitter last season, hit 
.335 with 12 home runs and 54 runs batted 
in. Hearod is perhaps most remembered 


Beau Hearod is an outstanding hitter for the 

Alabama baseball team, which this year features 

pitching and defense and must find offense. 
Barry Fikes Photo 
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last year for his performance in the season's 
final game, a 6-5 loss to Florida Atlantic in 
the NCAA Tournament. With the score 2-0 
in favor of FAU, Hearod hit a two-run 
home run. His three-run home run in his 
next at-bat put the Tide up 5-4. And in the 
last inning with the Tide down 6-5, Hearod 
started the inning off with a single, but was 
left stranded. 

“Beau was big for us in that game,” Wells 
said. “He had all of our runs batted in. 
We're going to count on him big this sea- 


son.” 

Early indications are that Hearod can be 
counted on. Before Southeastern Confer- 
ence play started, Hearod was near the top 
of the SEC leaders in batting average 
(.431), home runs (7) and RBIs (32). 

Wells has said that his top three hitters 
this season are Hearod, sophomore first 
baseman Zac Welch, and junior shortstop 
Adam Pavkovich. 

“Adam has shown surprising power,” 
Wells said. “Welch is showing what we 
thought he would be able to do. He's even 
surpassed that. He's got a high average and 
he’s showing some power that we know he 
has. Those two with Hearod have really 
been the guys you want at the plate.” 

Pavkovich arrived at The Capstone from 
Venice, Florida, as a 6-2, 160-pound fresh- 
man. He had the range and strong arm to 
be a defensive asset, but his inability to hit 
kept him on the bench for most of that 
2001 season. His sophomore year saw an 
increase in strength, which led to improved 
offensive production and more playing 
time. He hit .272 with six home runs last 
season. 

“There’s been a huge difference in 
strength,” said Pavkovich, who now weighs 
195 pounds. “My body’s filled out now. I 
was really skinny when I got here.” This 
season didn’t start off well for Pavkovich, 
who was 1-for-12 after his first four games. 
He then moved up to the number two spot 
in the lineup, and his average began to rise. 
In a 12-game hitting streak heading into 
conference play, Pavkovich hit .526. 

He credited his production increase not 
to a change in stance, but rather to a 


Al Hecklinski transferred to Alabama from UAB, 
and he brought a big bat with him. Tide Coach 
Jim Wells wants to have Hecklinski in the Bama 
line-up for Hecklinski’s offense. 
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change in the face mask he was wearing be- 
cause of a broken nose. 

“I had to keep still because the mask 
would move and get into my line of vision,” 
Pavkovich said. “Now that the mask is gone, 
I pretend its still there, keep my head still, 
and I’m seeing the ball much better.” 

Pavkovich had a home run to start 
Alabama on its way to a comeback 7-5 win 
and a sweep of Georgia in the opening SEC 
series. It was his sixth homer of the year, 
which matched his entire production of 
2002. 

Welch, a sophomore from Alexandria High 
School, struggled through his freshman sea- 
son as a part-time starter at first base hitting 
only .229 with a home run. Welch, at 225 
pounds, is an option to provide offensive 
punch from the left side of the plate like he 
did in high school. Going into conference 
play, Welch stood as the Tide's leading hitter 
at .435, good for seventh in the SEC. 

“We knew Zac (could hit for power) be- 
cause what we see in batting practice and 
what we saw in high school. He has power, 
but he hadn't shown it,” Wells said. 

Welch, who calls himself a “slap hitter 
with a little bit of power,” said his improve- 
ment is due to the fact that he’s had a year of 
experience, 

“It’s the second-go round,” Welch said. 
“It’s the difference between night and day. 
It’s a different world being in the second 
year.” 

Al Hecklinski, a senior transfer from UAB, 
has proven to be a capable fourth or fifth 


hitter in the lineup. Originally brought in to 
catch, shoulder problems have hindered his 
ability to throw consistently from the 
position. Wells, who wants to have 
Hecklinski’s offensive production in the line- 
up, has used him in left field and as a desig- 
nated hitter. 

“He's done well,” Wells said, of Hecklinski. 
“What | like about him is that he’s a tough 
guy and works at his game hard. He's a good 
bat we're trying to keep in the lineup.” 


Ithough Alabama has had games of 
Ae runs against Mississippi Valley 

State, 18 runs against Belmont, and 
16 runs against both Southeast Missouri 
State and Massachusetts, Wells said that the 
offense still isn’t where he'd like it to be. 

“One through nine we've had trouble scor- 
ing runs, especially in the bottom of the 
lineup, most of the year,” Wells said. “We've 
got to get better there.” 

Other starters include outfielders Travis 
Garner and Grant Redding (who alternates 
with football quarterback Brandon Avalos), 
second baseman Allen Rice and third base- 
man Evan Bush. Freshman Charlie Lyons 
and junior Bobby Burns have been platoon- 
ing at the catcher position. Garner, a senior, 
hit six home runs last year, but Wells said he 
isn’t a home run threat. Wells also said that 
the freshmen starters, Bush and Lyons, have 
the potential to be power hitters. 

“They will hit home runs,” Wells said. 
“Whether it happens this year, I don't know. 
Each day you see how they progress. It’s a 
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long season. Hopefully they will add some 
home runs and punch to the lineup.” 

Although Rice is not considered a power 
hitter, he had two home runs in a 12-2 win 
over Georgia in the opening SEC series for 
the Tide. In the first game of that series, a 7- 
5 Bama come-from-behind win, Rice had a 
game-winning single that capped a three-hit, 
four RBI night 

The problem that Wells faced at the begin- 
ning of the season was whether or not he 
should have a solid defensive player in the 
lineup that isn’t as good of a hitter, or a de- 
pendable offensive player who lacks defen- 
sive skills. The opening day lineup featured 
Brad Van Winkle in the number three spot 
as the designated hitter, converted catcher 
Al Hecklinski in the five spot in left field, 
and better defensive players such as Grant 
Redding on the bench. Since then, Redding 
has been inserted into left field, moving 
Hecklinski to designated hitter and bench- 
ing Van Winkle, who Wells described as 
“only a designated hitter” before the season 
started. 

These are the tough decisions Wells has to 
make. 

“We're having to maximize what we have,” 
Wells said. “If it was basketball, you could 
mix and match. In baseball, you take them 
out and they're done. You just hope they get 
better defensively so you don’t have to worry 
about whether or not you need to put better 
defensive players if it's a close game. There's 
no easy answer to that. It seems if you're not 
good defensively, the ball finds you.” 
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by Andrew Varble Il 


Tide will host regionals 
before defending title 


oming into the home stretch of the 
( 2003 season, the Alabama gymnastics 

team is rounding into its best form, 
which sets the Crimson Tide up nicely to 
defend its 2002 NCAA championship. 

But there are obstacles. Parity, long a 
rumor in gymnastics, truly exists this sea- 
son. While perennial powers Alabama, 
UCLA, Utah and Georgia are again at the 
top of the national rankings, there are sever- 
al other teams that could make a splash 
come April 25, when this year's title is con- 
tested. 

Nebraska, host of the 2003 NCAA 
Championships, is ranked a strong second 
to UCLA going into the championship sea- 
son, while also out West, Arizona State and 
Stanford have made their cases for title con- 


NCAA Gymnastics Defense: 


Young Tide Has Obstacles Ahead 


NCAA Gymnastics 


NCAA Central Region Championships - 
Saturday, April 12 - 6 p.m. 
Coliseum 


Coleman 


NCAA Championships - Thursday- 
Saturday, April 24-26 - Devaney Center, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 


sideration. Arizona State posted the second 
highest score of the year behind the Bruins 
of UCLA while Stanford has been very con- 
sistent. In the Southeastern Conference, first 
year coach Rhonda Faehen has made a big 
difference for Florida, which has long had 
talented athletes. This is the most competi- 
tive Gator squad in a decade. 

There are as many as LO teams capable of 
winning this year’s championship. 

“Looking around the country, the teams 
that are doing very well all seem to be very 
heavy with veterans,” Alabama Coach Sarah 
Patterson said. “And in collegiate gymnas- 
tics, that can make a big difference.” 

The one top-10 squad that isn’t loaded 
with upperclassmen? Alabama. While this is 
one of the most talented Crimson Tide 


squads in the 25 years in which Sarah 
Patterson and her husband, David, have 
coached Bama, it is definitely the youngest. 
Of the 14 athletes on the roster, seven are 
freshmen, three sophomores. Last season 
when Alabama won NCAA title number 
four, Alabama had three freshmen who pro- 
vided four routines at nationals. 

“We're very young, which is why every 
meet this season was crucial for us,” 
Assistant Coach David Patterson said. “We 
had a lot to learn and only 12 regular season 
meets to learn it in.” 

Youth does have its advantages though, es- 
pecially youth that is as talented as the Tide's 
rookies. Through the regular season, 
Alabama posted eight scores of 197-plus, 
eclipsing the program best total of seven set 
in 2001, 

And while the Tide has gone through the 
usual spate of bumps and bruises, it is 
rounding into its best shape of the year 
going into the championship season. Several 
gymnasts have been in and out of the line- 
up. The upside to that has been the develop- 
ment of depth. 

“Because we have developed our depth 
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this season, and everyone is getting healthy 
at the end of the year, we are in a great posi- 
tion going into the championships,” David 
Patterson said. “We could use different line- 
ups in each of the championships, just de- 
pending on who is on that night. That's a 
luxury we haven't always had.” 


hile Alabama has a preponderance 

of young performers, two upper- 

classmen are tops on the depth 
chart. Senior Kristin Sterner, the Tide’s lone 
senior, has had a tremendous season. The 
nine-time All-America scored her career best 
in all-around twice this year and has been 
consistently strong. In addition to her scor- 
ing potential, Alabama’s youngsters have 
benefited mightily from Sterner’s quiet con- 
fidence and lead-by-example style. 

“Kristin isn’t extremely vocal,” Sarah 
Patterson said. “But her brand of quiet lead- 
ership has been instrumental in helping this 
team grow.” 

Sterner herself sees her role on this year's 
squad in simple terms. 

“| just hope that I’ve taught the freshmen 
everything they need to know by the time 
we get to the championships,” Sterner said. 
“I hope we've taught them that having fun 
and taking care of each other are the most 
important things. If they keep those two 
things in mind, then everything else will 
take care of itself.” 

Junior Jeana Rice has enjoyed a breakout 
season in 2003, which is saying something 
for an eight-time All-America. Strong and 
talented in her first two seasons, she came 
into her own in year three, posting some of 
the nation’s top marks, including a career 
best in the all-around and two 10s going 
into the postseason, one each on the balance 
beam and the vault. 

“It’s no secret that Jeana struggled last sea- 
son,” Sarah Patterson said. “I’m proud of the 
way she’s come back this year and put it all 
together. I think she’s happier out of the 
gym, which is showing in her performance 
in the gym.” 

Through the regular season, Rice won 
eight of nine all-around competitions she 
entered and is the nation’s number one all- 
arounder going into the post season. 

Those two account for eight of the Tide's 
24 routines. The remaining 16 are spread 
among the remaining 12 gymnasts. 

Juniors Lauren Holdefer and Stephanie 
Kite will account for three to four routines 
in the post season, with all of those coming 
on the vault and floor exercise. Holdefer is a 
threat to post a big vault in the post season 
and has been scoring in the 9.85-9.9 range 
on the floor all season. Kite has been ex- 
tremely consistent this season, especially on 
the floor, where she posted a 9.9 in her last 
five regular season meets. 

The Tide’s sophomore three could account 
for between six and eight routines come the 
post season. A hard landing before the 
Kentucky meet March 8 took Shannon 
Hrozek out of the lineup, but she was 
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Junior Alabama gymnast Jeana Rice has been the nation’s top-ranked all-around performer through 
much of the season and ranks among the top ten in the nation in all four individual events. She was 
named SEC Gymnast of the Week for the third time this year when she turned in an all-around score 


of 39.750, matching her own SEC record, that included a perfect 10 on vault. 


adding routines back by the year-end 
Auburn meet and should be available on all 
four again by regionals. Michelle Reeser per- 
formed just eight routines as a freshman, all 
of them coming on the floor exercise. This 
year, just in the regular season, she has post- 
ed 30-plus routines and could compete on 
three events at nationals. Alexis Brion, a 
two-event All-America last season, was 
slowed after off season ankle surgery, but 
has started to come around on the vault and 
the floor and will be available on both 


nd then, there are the rookies. 
Between 10 and 12 routines could 
come from the freshman class by the 
time the Tide hits Lincoln and the NCAA 
Championships. Leading the pack will be 
Ashley Miles, who has already become one 
of the most exciting performers in Alabama's 
storied history. She became the first fresh- 
man to score a 10.0 in her first Coleman 
Coliseum meet. A knee injury kept her out 
of four meets in the middle of the regular 
season, but she has returned to form for the 
final push. Of her 16 regular season rou- 
tines, 14 went for 9.9 or better. 
Mari Bayer was a regular on three events, 
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before a hard vault landing in warm-ups for 
the February 14 LSU meet took her out of 
the lineup. Her return for the post season 
has been another boost for the Tide. Dana 
Pierce has seen action in three events this 
season and will be available for action on 
the vault, bars and beam in the post season. 
Dana Filetti, Larissa Stewart and Rachael 
Delahoussaye have all contributed key rou- 
tines this season with Stewart seeing action 
on the uneven bars and balance beam, Filetti 
on the bars and Delahoussaye on the beam. 

One advantage that Alabama’s youngsters 
have is that the NCAA Central Regional 
Championships on April 12 will be held in 
Coleman Coliseum. “I think that definitely 
helps us,” David Patterson said. “With such a 
young team, having the championships here 
gives us an added sense of comfort. Of course 
even as young as we are, we have been ex- 
tremely consistent this season on the road.” 

To advance to Lincoln and the NCAA 
Championships, Alabama will have to be 
one of the top two teams at the Central 
Regional. The Tide will be looking for its 
21st consecutive trip to the NCAA 
Championships; the second longest streak in 
the nation, one year behind Utah. 
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Basketball Wrap-Up: 


Some Good; More Disappointing 


by Kirk McNair 


Men’s basketball team fell 
far short of expectations 


Ithough Alabama Head Coach Mark 
Acct points to the achievements 

of his 2002-03 Crimson Tide men’s 
basketball squad, it is impossible to discount 
the disappointing performance of the team. 

Expectations were high in the pre-season. 
After all, Alabama was coming off a year in 
which the Crimson Tide had romped to the 
regular season Southeastern Conference 
championship and Bama had four starters 
returning. Among those starters were 2002 
SEC Player of the Year Erwin Dudley and 
SEC and National Freshman of the Year Mo 
Williams. 

It was no surprise that Alabama was a 
near-unanimous choice to win the SEC 
championship and contend for national 
honors. 

When Bama opened with a victory over 
pre-season number two Oklahoma in New 
York’s Madison Square Garden, expectations 
grew. And as teams at the top of the rank- 
ings stumbled, the Tide rolled on, In late 
December, Alabama was the only contender 
without a blemish. On December 23 the 
Associated Press poll had Alabama with a 9- 
0 record at number one. 

And then the wheels came olf. A two- 
point loss at Utah in the first game after 
being number one wasn’t a disaster, particu- 
larly since it was followed by a win over 
Xavier and an SEC-opening win over 
Arkansas. But then Alabama lost at 
Vanderbilt, and the slide was on. 

After that 9-0 start, Alabama would go 8- 
12 in its next 20 games. 

Bama finished the season at 17-12 overall. 
The Tide was 7-9 in SEC games, fourth in 
the SEC Western Division. And then the 
Tide was bounced out of the SEC 
Tournament by lowly Vanderbilt, Bama’s sec- 
ond loss of the year to the Commodores. 

Although Alabama's strong non-confer- 
ence schedule got the Tide into the NCAA 
Tournament, almost everyone agreed it was 
a berth Bama had not earned. In fact, it al- 
most certainly was payback from the 
Selection Committee. Two years earlier the 
Selection Committee had chastised Alabama 
for a weak non-conference schedule and 
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Mark Gottfried 


kept a deserving Crimson Tide out of the 
tournament. With Bama’s strong non-confer- 
ence schedule this year, the committee had 
no choice but to put Alabama in, 

The NCAA Tournament appearance was 
something of a microcosm of the season. 
The Crimson Tide had a great start, running 
out to an 11-point halftime lead. But when it 
mattered, in the second half, Alabama fold- 
ed. Mike Davis, a former Alabama player 
and assistant coach who is now head coach 
at Indiana, led the Hoosiers to a 67-62 win 
that ended Alabama’ season. 


hat went wrong? It is easy to dis- 
count the loss of Alabama's one 
regular from the 2002 season. 


While Rod Grizzard could be exasperating 
and inconsistent, he was also a player that 
opposing teams had to defend. With virtual- 
ly no offensive threat from three Alabama 
positions, opponents came up with a defen- 
sive plan: Double team Dudley and pressure 
Williams. Alabama never had an answer. 

Two seniors who have started since their 
freshman seasons, Terrance Meade and 
Kenny Walker, did not have the type perfor- 
mances expected of experienced seniors. A 
handful of performers tried to fill the fifth 
spot with little success on offense and very 
poor defense. 

The Alabama defense was excellent early 
in the year, but as Bama hopes depended 
more and more on stopping the opponent, 
the defense, too, began to wane. 
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Almost no one was able to get the ball to 
Dudley, particularly with no other Tider 
picking up the scoring slack inside. 
Williams was a point guard in name only as 
he finished the season taking more shots 
than any other player. The move of Williams 
to wing guard and insertion of Antoine 
Pettway at point guard left the Tide still 
somewhat undermanned at guard. 

Earnest Shelton, Emmett Thomas and 
freshman Kennedy Winston had mixed suc- 
cess as the fifth starter. Had Winston not 
had to sit out the first 1] games of the year 
for an NCAA violation not related to 
Alabama, it is likely he could have solidified 
that position, but he was still playing like a 
college newcomer deep into Bama’s season. 

Men who had played a part in past 
Alabama success—Reggie Rambo, Lucky 
Williams, Demetrius Smith and freshmen 
Evan Brock and Chuck Davis-were used lit- 
te if at all. 

While there was some talk during the sea- 
son of Gottfried being interested in leaving, 
that seems unlikely. It is not unusual for a 
head coach to make changes in his staff fol- 
lowing a disappointing season, but there is 
no indication Gottfried has such plans. 


labama can point to some positives, 
Astin earning its 16th bid to the 
NCAA Tournament. And even 
though it proved to be a measure of how far 
the Tide could fall, holding the top spot in 
the national rankings for two weeks was a 
first-ever achievement for Bama basketball. 
Before losing to Kentucky in Coleman 
Coliseum, Alabama ran its home win streak 
to a record 28 in a row. 

Erwin Dudley set the school record for all- 
time starts with 129, which is every game in 
his four-year Crimson Tide career, 

Alabama produced SEC statistics champi- 
ons (SEC vs, SEC games) with Dudley win- 
ning the rebounding title and Mo Williams 
winning the free throw percentage title. 

Alabama produced four academic All-SEC 
players, all of whom were starters at some 
point this season, in Dudley, Walker, Meade 
and Shelton. That was second only to the 
record of five in 2001. 

Dudley finished fourth all-time at Alabama 
in rebounding (1,184) and seventh in scor- 
ing (1,775) and with a record 43 games in 
which he was in double figures in both scor- 
ing and rebounding. Eight of those came in 
his senior year. 

Post-season honors included Dudley mak- 
ing second team All-SEC, Williams making 
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third team, and Winston making the 
Coaches Freshman All-SEC team. 

Alabama's trip to the NCAA also meant 
that Gottfried has advanced to postseason 
play 17 of the last 18 years of his collegiate 
playing and coaching career (14 NCAA, 3 
NIT at Alabama as a player for 3 seasons, at 
UCLA as an assistant coach, at Murray State 
as head coach and at Alabama as head 
coach). 


he Tide men’s team has reportedly re- 
{ ceived a commitment from a 6-7 
guard for the late signing period, 
which begins this month. Alabama had 
three signees in the early period and has 
only three seniors to replace on the squad. 
Because Alabama was at the limit of 13 
scholarshipped players last year, any signees 
above three would mean some attrition, ei- 
ther from returning players or among the 
signees, 

The latest to announce his commitment to 
Bama is Justin Jonus of Douglas High 
School, He was the state’s 4A player of the 
year as a junior and is a finalist for that 
honor following his senior year. He was 
ranked the number two senior prospect in 
the state by The Birmingham News. For his 
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Bad Ballot News 


Junior guard Antoine Pettway did not 
seek the presidency of the Student 
Government Association of The University, 
but was endorsed by many students as a 
write-in candidate. Pettway was said to be 
less than enthusiastic, even reluctant. In 
any event, a write-in campaign has little 
chance against the well-oiled candidacies. 
And even though The University threw out 
the initial election results, citing voter fraud 
(University students seem to be preparing 
well for real life Alabama politics), it is un- 
likely that even a re-newed Pettway cam- 
paign will make much headway. Initial re- 
sults had Pettway with 284 votes, well be- 
hind the leading candidate’s 7,396. Pettway 
had 3 per cent of the vote. 
career he scored 2,343 points (21 per game), 
pulled down 1,046 rebounds (9.5 average), 
and had 534 assists (4.8). He played for his 
father, Kirk Jonus. 


Ithough Alabama’s women’s program 
A not have the same expectations 
as the men’s team this year, the 
Crimson Tide of Coach Rick Moody was 


also disappointing. Bama finished the year 
with a 13-15 overall record and a 3-11 mark 
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in SEC games. Like the men’s team, Bama 
was eliminated in its first game in the SEC 
Tournament. And there was no post-season 
play for the Tide women. 

Bama’s performance was poor enough that 
there was some public discussion of the fu- 
ture of Moody, who has been Bama’s head 
coach through 13 usually very good years. 
Moody has two years remaining on his con- 
tract and sources close to Alabama's athletics 
administration said there was no chance the 
administration would fire Moody, However, 
there were published reports that Moody 
and Athletics Director Mal Moore would 
have serious discussions about the direction 
of the program. 

At Bama’s post-season awards banquet, se- 
nior Shun Hunter earned the “Shelly Pyles 
Hustle Award” while fellow senior Beth Vice 
garnered the “Dottie Kelso Inspirational 
Award”. Freshman Dee Merriweather was 
named the “Most Improved Player” for the 
season and sophomore Katie Sipe received 
the “Scholar Athlete Award” with a 4.0 GPA 
this year. The seniors (Hunter, Vice and 
Jamilah Johns) were named the permanent 
team captains for this year and Vice was pre- 
sented a ball for surpassing the 1,000 point 
mark in her career. 
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Football Recruiting: 


eee ee ee eee 
Questions Remain To Be Answered 


by Freddie Kirby 


At least half dozen already 
may have Alabama offers 


here is no shortage of football re- 
l cruiting questions, but not all of the 
answers are available. Will Alabama 
be able to get to 18 on new signees? 
And-the reason for that question: what is 
the academic situation regarding February 
signees? If more signees are needed, are ju- 
nior college players available? If the Tide 
has to carry over a few scholarships, will 
Bama be able to find players who can be 
counted on the 2003 quota? What is the sit- 
uation with walk-ons for this fall? What 
about an early look at upcoming high school 
prospects? 

It serves little purpose to guess at which 
prospects might be in difficult academic 
straits, and it is particularly hurtful to guess 
and be wrong. Alabama sources have said 
there will be at least two of the current 18 
signees who are not academically eligible. 
Under NCAA sanctions, Alabama may bring 
in 18 new scholarshipped players in August. 
In the event Bama does not bring in 18, it is 
possible to “back count” signees in Decem- 
ber against this year’s limit. However, those 
signees must be graduating, either from high 
school or junior college, and such prospects 
are rare. 

It is possible that Alabama has not com- 
pleted its signing of prospects this year. 
There are some junior college prospects who 
have not yet signed, most because academic 
situation is unsettled. If a prospect or 
prospects is able to complete academic 
work, it is possible Alabama could sign such 
players in time for August entry. 


newcomers in addition to the signees in 
August. Two new non-scholarshipped 
players, both former professional baseball 
players, participated in spring practice. They 
are quarterback Mike Machen of Mobile and 
wide receiver Scoop McDowell of Jackson, 
Mississippi. 
It had previously been announced that fall 
walk-ons would include wide receiver 


| is known that Alabama will have some 
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Andrew Bone of Westbrook Christian in 
Rainbow City, defensive end Will Denniston 
of Mobile UMS Wright, and punter Patrick 
Eades of Hoover. 

Although Tide Head Coach Mike Price has 
said that he expects to reap benefits from a 
strong walk-on program in the future, he 
has also pointed out that the first year with a 
new staff and a new system requires empha- 
sizing the schemes and terminology with 
those who will be playing this fall. “Its not 
the best year to be a walk-on,” he said. 

As a result, Alabama is limiting the num- 
ber who will be permitted to try out with 
the Crimson Tide this fall. In addition to 
Bone, Denniston and Eades, we have learned 
of three others who have been accepted as 
walk-ons for August. They are line- 
man/linebacker Matt Collins of Clay-Chalk- 
ville High School in Pinson, tight end 
Barrett Earnest of Loretto, Tennessee, and 
defensive end Justin Johnson of Tuscaloosa 
Central. 

Matt Collins is a 6-1, 225-pound former 
offensive lineman who projects as a 
linebacker or defensive end in college. He 
has been clocked at 4.7 seconds in the 40- 
yard dash. He is a two-time all-state selec- 
tion at offensive guard and he started for 
three seasons on offense. He played line- 
backer his senior year and produced 96 
tackles and one interception, He is expected 
to be a collegiate linebacker or small defen- 
sive end. He has great strength (bench press 
385, squat 450, power clean 280) and he has 
a 31-inch vertical jump, He has camped at 
Alabama twice and chose to walk on at 
Bama rather than accept a small college 
scholarship offer. He has a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average and scored 27 on the ACT. 

Barrett Earnest is 6-4, 225, and has a time 
of 4.65 seconds in the 40-yard dash. He was 
a wide receiver at Loretta High School, just 
over the Alabama line from Florence, but is 
expected to work at tight end in college. He 
was on his way to a standout senior year be- 
fore adversity hit him in the fifth game with 
a knee injury. He had turned in 21 pass re- 
ceptions for 369 yards (17.6 yards per catch) 
and five touchdowns before the injury. His 
junior year he had 56 catches for 863 yards 
and an average of 15.4 yards per reception. 
An indication of his work ethic is that he re- 
habilitated his knee and was able to partici- 
pate in the late stages of basketball season. 
Earnest did make official visits to Middle 
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Tennessee State, Tennessee Martin, North 
Alabama, West Alabama, and Bethel College. 

Justin Johnson, 6-3, 245, has been timed 
at 4.7 seconds in the 40. He finished his se- 
nior year with 88 tackles and 19 sacks. He 
was an offensive tackle as a junior and 
played on both sides last fall, but his college 
future is as a defensive end. He is relatively 
young, not turning 18 until September, and 
he said an examination of his growth plates 
indicates he will reach 6-4, 265. He was cho- 
sen his team’s Defensive MVP and he also 
made All-West Alabama. He benches 385, 
power cleans 300, and squats 600. He has a 
3.0 GPA and made 17 on the ACT. His fa- 
ther, Garfield Johnson, played four years at 
Yankton College in South Dakota. He is also 
related to former Tennessee running back, 
Kelsey Finch. He was being recruited by 
Morehouse College, Stillman College, and 
Alabama State, He plans to enroll in the 
summer and start conditioning work under 
Coach Ben Pollard. 

There could be others. The rumor mill has 
at least four others possibly to be in Bama's 
camp in August. They are: 

Walter Andrews. a 6-4, 200-pound wide 
receiver from Germantown (Tennessee) 
High School, who is also considering walk- 
ing on at Arkansas or accepting a scholar- 
ship to a smaller school. As a junior he had 
25 receptions for 350 yards and seven 
touchdowns, but his personal statistics 
dropped his senior year as his team switched 
to the wishbone offense. 

Robert Malone, a 5-11, 168-pound wide 
receiver from Johnson High School in 
Huntsville, who is also interested in partici- 
pating with Harvey Glance’s Crimson Tide 
track team. In football he used his 4.4 40 
speed to turn 23 receptions into 365 yards 
and five touchdowns. He was all-city as a 
track sprinter. 

Kevin Owens, 6-2, 175, is a wide receiver 
from Tuscaloosa County High School in 
Northport who will accept a scholarship to 
Stillman College if he does not walk on at 
Alabama. He had 21 receptions for 752 
yards and nine touchdowns, He has been 
clocked at 4.4 in the 40. 

C.A. Williams, 6-1, 200, is an all-around 
athlete with 4.4 40 speed from Tuscaloosa 
County. He could be either a wide receiver 
or defensive back in college. As a prep se- 
nior he scored touchdowns on pass recep- 
tions, interception returns, and kickoff re- 
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turns. If he qualifies academically, he is ex- 
pected to walk on at Alabama. Otherwise he 
may go to UAB or East Central (Mississippi) 
Junior College. 

It is likely that other names will surface as 
potential walk-on candidates. 

Additionally, it is reasonable to expect play- 
ers from other colleges to see the opportuni- 
ties of a new staff at Alabama, and the 
Crimson Tide could benefit from transfers. 
Indeed, Bama picked up a defensive tackle 
this spring. Gerritt Gordon, 6-2, 270, from 
Mobile, played last year at Millsaps College 
in Mississippi. He will have to sit out this 
season, then will have two years of eligibility 
remaining. 


hile filling out the squad for the 
upcoming season continues, the 
quest for 2004 signees is also top 


priority. 

Bama additions last February included the 
likes of Matt Caddell and Tyrone Prothro, 
who are expected to be fine college wide re- 
ceivers. But in order for Head Coach Mike 
Price to fully implement his offense, Bama re- 
cruiters must reel in several tall, fast wide re- 
ceivers next February. 

Additionally, history shows that most [oot- 
ball battles go to the team that can run the 
football and stop the run, so linemen for both 
sides of the ball, running backs and lineback- 
ers will be in demand. 

The first major recruiting event of the post- 
February signing day was Junior Day, in 
which the Tide staff hosted a number of up- 
coming prospects on unofficial visits. In al- 
phabetical order, those visitors included: 

Quarterback Blake Barnes, 6-3, 215, from 
Baldwyn, Mississippi; fullback Chris Barnett, 
6-0, 210, Mobile McGill-Toolen; defensive end 
Justin Britt, 6-4, 255, Cullman; defensive end 
David Brown, 6-3, 255, Madison Bob Jones; 
comerback Simeon Castille, 6-0, 185, Birming- 
ham Briarwood Christian; linebacker Larico 
Crumpton, 6-4, 210, Columbiana Shelby 
County; tight end Trent Davidson, 6-6, 250, 
Brewton T.R. Miller; offensive tackle Cody 
Davis, 6-7, 265, Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; fullback 
Julius Dulaney, 5-11, 232, Highland Home; 
wide receiver Maurice Dupree, 5-11, 175, 
Centre Cherokee County; offensive guard Jeff 
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Farr, 6-4, 300, Pell City; offensive tackle Cody 
Greene, 6-5, 300, Cullman; linebacker Kris 
Guyton, 6-3, 210, Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; defen- 
sive end Jeremie Holifield, 6-5, 235, Hoover, 
defensive end Matt Jackson, 6-2, 230, Hoover; 
cornerback Tyrone King, Jr., 6-0, 185, Adams- 
ville Minor; offensive lineman Jonathan Lyons, 
6-3, 298, Mobile McGill-Toolen; running back 
Markus Manson, 6-1, 190, Tuscaloosa Hill- 
crest; fullback Cole Mason, 6-2, 230, Parrish; 
running back Max Martin, 6-2, 210, Madison 
Bob Jones; athlete Darius McClure, 5-11, 178, 
Adamsville Minor; offensive lineman Brandon 
Montgomery, 6-3, 340, Evergreen Hillcrest; of- 
fensive lineman Al Jefferson, 6-2, 290, Mobile 
Davidson; cornerback Travis Robinson, 5-11, 
175, Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; offensive tackle 
Jason Smiley, 6-5, 250, Charles Henderson of 
Troy; and offensive tackle Cody Turner, 6-5, 
340, Flomaton. 

Additionally, dozens of prospects were seen 
at Alabama spring practices. And some 150 
high school players were anticipated for the 
A-Day Game, 

It is believed that scholarship offers have 
been extended to five of those who were in 
Tuscaloosa for Junior Day in late February. 
They are defensive end Justin Britt of 
Cullman (the brother of Tiders Wesley and 
Taylor Britt), defensive end David Brown of 
Madison, cornerback Simeon Castille of 
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Birmingham (the brother of Bama signee Tim 
Castille and son of former Alabama All- 
America cornerback Jeremiah Castille), run- 
ning back Markus Manson of Tuscaloosa, and 
running back Max Martin of Madison. 

There is a very reliable report that Alabama 
has also offered a scholarship to tight end 
Travis McCall, 6-2, 245, of Prattville. 

Also reported as having been offered are 
wide receiver Chevis Jackson, 6-1, 175, of 
Mobile St. Paul's; wide receiver Nikita Stover, 
6-2, 190, of Hartselle; and quarterback Chad 
Henne, 6-3, 215, of Westlawn, Pennsylvania, 
Wilson High School. 

Another out-of-state quarterback who at- 
tended Alabama spring practice sessions is 
Alex Mortenson (6-2, 185) of Landmark 
Christian in Fairburn, Georgia. He was ac- 
companied by his father, ESPN analyst Chris 
Mortenson, 


his summer the Alabama coaching 

] staff will conduct football camps, and 

among those attending will be some 

who will emerge as college prospects. Camps 

provide an opportunity for coaches to meet 

the prospects and to get true measurements, 
times, etc, 

A good performance in a college football 
camp can mean a scholarship offer. Bama’s 
roster (and future roster) is full of players 
who made their mark in a summer camp, 
Those who participated in an Alabama camp 
and later signed with the Crimson Tide in- 
clude Chris Harris, Kyle Tatum, Ramzee 
Robinson, Kenneth Darby, Juwan Garth, 
Brandon Avalos, Christopher Browder, Henry 
Smith, Travis West, Justin Moon, Eric Gray, 
Chauncey Malone, Titus Ryan, Terrence 
Jones, Le’Ron McClain, D.J. Chambers, Eric 
Packer, Matt Caddell, Demarcus Waldrop and 
William Roach. 

And it’s not a one-way street. Players get 
good instruction in the camps, which, in 
turn, gives the players an opportunity to be 
better and improve their positions in the re- 
cruiting derby. 

Alabama's camp sessions include a camp for 
those in upcoming grades 9-12 May 31-June 
3; grades 2-8 June 8-9; high school team skill 
and line camp, June 15-16; and grades 11-12 
mini-camp June 21. 
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Neighbors In Hall Of Fame 

The College Football Hall of Fame has its 
share of members who are there for all the 
wrong reasons, Bul when the National 
Football Foundation announced this year's 
class, it included a former Alabama star who 
truly earned it on the football field. 

Billy Neighbors, a member of Coach Paul 
W. Bryant's first Alabama national champi- 
onship team and a first team All-America se- 
lection in 1961, is one of 11 former players 
selected for the 2003 College Football Hall 
of Fame class. The latest members will be 
inducted at the 46th annual awards dinner 
on December 9 at the Waldorf-Astoria in 
New York. They will be officially enshrined 
at the Hall in South Bend, Indiana, in 2004. 

Neighbors is the 19th representative from 
Alabama to be selected for the honor. 

The Northport native, who was in 
Bryant’ first recruiting class and a freshman 
in 1958, helped bring Crimson Tide [football 
back into the national spotlight. Neighbors 
and his Bama football mates paved the way 
for one of college football's most dominating 
eras. Neighbors was a two-way tackle for 
Alabama. In his three-year career the Tide 
forged a 26-3-4 record. 

A unanimous All-America pick, 
Neighbors helped Alabama to three straight 
bowl appearances, including the 1961 Sugar 
Bowl that capped a perfect 11-0 season and 
the national title. Alabama allowed just 25 
points during the championship run. He 
and quarterback Pat Trammell were captains 
of the 1961 team. Neighbors won the 
Southeastern Conference Jacob’s Trophy in 
1960, given to the league's top blocker. 
Following his senior season he was named 
MVP of the Senior Bowl. 

Following his college career, Neighbors 
played professional football with the Boston 
(now New England) Patriots and the Miami 
Dolphins, earning All-Pro recognition twice 
in his eight-year career. 

A resident of Huntsville, Neighbors has 
been a highly successful businessman who 
also sought to remain active in giving back 
to the community. Currently the senior 
vice president of Prudential Securities Inc., 
he has also volunteered with SCAN (Stop 
Child Abuse and Neglect), Progress Place 
Children’s Home, American Cancer Society 
and the Lakeshore Hospital Foundation. 

Billys sons, Wes and Keith, and his broth- 
er, Sidney, also played football for Alabama. 

Other members of the 2003 Hall of Fame 
Class includes Rickey Bell (RB, Southern 
Cal, 1973-76), Murry Bowden (DB, 
Dartmouth, 1967-70), Tim Brown (G, 
Minnesota, 1958-60), Jimbo Covert (OT, 
Pittsburgh, 1980-83), Doug Dickey (Coach, 
Tennessee/Florida, 1964-78), Hayden Fry 
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(Coach, SMU), North Texas State and Iowa, 
1962-98), Jerry LeVias (End, SMU, 1965- 
68), Ron Pritchard (LB, Arizona State, 1966- 
68), John Rauch (QB, Georgia, 1945-48), 
Barry Sanders (TB, Oklahoma State, 1986- 
88), Joe Theismann (QB, Notre Dame, 1968- 
70) and Roger Wehrli (DB, Missouri, 1966- 
68). 


And What About 1966? 

When a handful of national championship 
teams have to be left out of a list of “great- 
est,” it's probably a good sign for the pro- 
gram. Such is the case with Alabama football 
regarding a compilation by the internet site 
CollegeFootballNews.com 

The sports service selected the top 20 
teams among current Southeastern Confer- 
ence members. It was no surprise that 
Alabama dominated the list, just as Bama 
has dominated its SEC brethren on the foot- 
hall field. Seven of the 20 selected teams 
were Crimson Tide squads, including the 
top two and four of the top five. 

Number one was Alabama's 1930 team, 
Coach Wallace Wade's last Bama squad, 
which went 10-0, shutting out eight oppo- 
nents, including Washington State in the 
Rose Bowl. Number two was the L961 na- 
tional championship team that went 11-0 
and outscored its opponents 297-25. After 
the 1938 Tennessee team ranking third, 
Alabama's 1926 squad was fourth and the 
1979 Bama team filth. 

The 1992 Crimson Tide was ranked the 
10th best among all-time SEC teams, the 
1978 squad was 14th, and the 1973 squad 
18th. 

Not making the top wwenty were undefeat- 
ed Bama national championship teams of 
1925 and 1934, national championship 
teams of 1964 and 1965, and the undefeated 
1966 team that outscored opponents 301-44 
and swamped Nebraska 34-7 in the Sugar 
Bowl. 

Three Tennessee teams made the list, fol- 
lowed by two each from Georgia. LSU, 
Auburn and Florida, and one each from 
Mississippi and Arkansas. 


Lettermen 

A total of 66 Alabama football players 
earned varsity letters following the 2002 
football season, Among that group were 26 
seniors, some of whom were walk-ons who 
played little or not at all, but who were in- 
strumental in Tide suecess as members of 
the scout team, The senior lettermen are: 

Split end Joel Babb, strong safety Waine 
Bacon, quick tackle Lannis Baxley, punter 
Lane Bearden, middle linebacker John Bevel, 
rover Brad Biel, cornerback Hirchel Bolden, 
wide receiver Sam Collins, cornerback 
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Gerald Dixon, center Alonzo Ephraim, cor- 
nerback Corey Ferguson, tailback Ahmaad 
Galloway, free safety Hamid Haqq, free safe- 
ty Zac Holt, defensive tackle Jarret Johnson, 
defensive tackle Kenny King, strong safety 
Carl Melnnish, free safety Mare Miller, 
strong salety Eric Moore, defensive tackle 
Kindal Moorehead, strong guard Marico 
Portis, defensive tackle Bart Raulston, defen- 
sive tackle Derek Sanders, tight end Theo 
Sanders, quarterback Tyler Watts, and 
flanker Kip Williams. 
Others earning letters were: 

Offensive guard Dennis Alexander, 
linebacker Mark Anderson, safety Carlos 
Andrews, defensive end Todd Bates, tailback 
Santonio Beard, placekicker Brian Bostick, 
offensive tackle Wesley Britt, defensive tack- 
le Anthony Bryant, defensive tackle Ahmad 
Childress, tight end David Cavan, tight end 
Donald Clarke, quarterback Brodie Croyle, 
rover Brooks Daniels, wide receiver Zach 
Fletcher, wide receiver Dre Fulgham, wide 
receiver Brandon Greer, safety Roman 
Harper, tailback Ray Hudson, safety Chris 
James, ght end Clint Johnston, safety 
Charles Jones, wide receiver Triandos Luke, 
defensive endl Nautyn McKay-Loescher, full- 
back Greg McLain, cornerback Anthony 
Madison, offensive tackle Evan Mathis, de- 
fensive end Antwan Odom, cornerback 
Charlie Peprah, linebacker Derrick Pope, 
snapper Nick Ridings, linebacker Freddie 
Roach, placekicker Kyle Robinson, lineback- 
er DeMeco Ryans, cornerback David Scott, 
offensive guard Justin Smiley, wide receiver 
Lance Taylor, defensive end Leslie Williams, 
tailback Shaud Williams, linebacker 
Cornelius Wortham and kicker Michael 
Ziille. 


Winning vs. Auburn 

From time-to-time il is interesting lo up- 
date the Alabama-Auburn men’s basketball 
series from the 1971-72 season when Coach 
C.M. Newton's squad began the turn of the 
Tide. Going into that season, Auburn led the 
series, 31-25. In the 32 years since, Alabama 
has won 52 games, Auburn 19, Even though 
Auburn has seven consecutive victories in 
Auburn, Bama still has a 17-15 lead over 
Auburn in Auburn over the past 32 years. In 
Tuscaloosa, Bama has won 30 of 32. Bama 
has a 5-2 margin in SEC Tournament games. 
The record now stands at 77-50, Alabama's 
way: 

But the basketball program doesn’t com- 
pare to the domination gymnastics has over 
the Tigers. Alabama has not lost to Auburn 
in gymnastics since 1979. The Crimson Tide 
has won 40 consecutive dual meets and has 
79 straight wins against Auburn in all com- 
petitions. 
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Compliance Site 

The compliance office of the Alabama ath- 
letics department has implemented a compli- 
ance website, (www.rolltide.com/Compliance) 
to provide information to Crimson Tide 
coaches, staff, and supporters. The site is part 
of a rules education program under the direc- 
tion of Associate Athletics Director Chris King 
which was developed as a plan of action to 
ensure that Alabama's athletic department is 
in total compliance with all NCAA and SEC 
rules and regulations. 

King said, “This plan, approved and en- 
couraged by Athletics Director Mal Moore, 
applies to everyone employed by The 
University and to those who support the in- 
stitution as well, The primary goal is to 
continue to develop a proactive manage- 
ment style that will be in place to guide the 
athletics department and University in its 
future growth. 

“An internal rules education program has 
been implemented to provide all coaches 
and athletic staff with a comprehensive 
working knowledge of UA, SEC and NCAA 
rules and regulations, Education is the foun- 
dation of the athletics compliance program 
and all staff must make a regular and ongo- 
ing effort to remain updated on the changes 
in governing regulations,” King added. 

The NCAA views a strong, ongoing rules 
education program as essential to maintain- 
ing rules compliance as an institutional pri- 
ority as well as a necessary element of insti- 
tutional control. 

The site also contains links to official sites 
pertaining to the NCAA Clearinghouse, 
Initial-Eligibility Standards, Gambling and 
Sports Wagering, Sports Agents, Eligibility 
and Recruiting, Southeastern Conference 
(SEC). National Letter of Intent, State of 
Alabama Athlete Agent and Registration 
Site, UA Admissions Office. Financial Aid 
and others. 


SEC Scholar Finalists 

Twenty-four student-athletes, one male 
and one female from each SEC institution, 
have been chosen by their respective schools 
as recipients of an SEC Post-graduate schol- 
arship and are finalists for the 2002-2003 H. 
Boyd McWhorter SEC Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year Award. 

Alabama is represented by gymnast Kristin 
Sterner of lonia, Michigan, and basketball 
player Terrance Meade of Scousboro. 

Each finalist will receive a $5,000 scholar- 
ship for post-graduate studies. The SEC 
Faculty Athletics Representatives Boyd 
MeWhorter Selection Committee will 
choose the outstanding male and female stu- 
dent-athlete and each will receive a $10,000 
post-graduate scholarship, provided by the 
ALLTEL Corporation. 

The SEC Scholar-Athlete of the Year 
Awards were first presented in 1986. The 
award was renamed the H, Boyd McWhorter 
SEC Scholar-Athlete of the Year in May 1990 
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to honor the former commissioner who 
served the conference from 1972-86. 

The award will be presented to the two 
winners in May at the SEC Spring Meetings 
in Destin, Florida. 


Golf Record 

Alabama sophomore Darby Sligh has had 
an eventful past few weeks. Sligh opened the 
spring season for the Tide earning a runner- 
up finish at the Tulane Invitational. It was 
the first top five collegiate finish for the 
North Augusta, South Carolina, native and 
earned her the SEC Women’s Golfer of the 
Week honor. Sligh'’s strong play continued 
with a Capstone Club course record round 
of 65 during one of Bama’s qualifying days 
for the Lady Gamecock Classic. 

Sligh also played a part in Bama turning in 
the team championship of the 18-team 
Samford Intercollegiate, held at Timberline 
Golf Course in Calera, The championship 
was the 17th all-time for Alabama women’s 
golf and was the seventh under the guidance 
of Coach Betty Palmer, now in her 15th year. 
It was Bama’s first team championship since 
the Memphis Women’s Intercollegiate in 
1998, 

Junior Anna Surandberg was the squad's 
top finisher earning a runner-up finish with 
rounds of 73-72-145. It was Strandberg’s 
best career finish and her first collegiate Top 
10 showing. She was SEC Co-Goller of the 
Week for her effort. Sligh finished in a tie for 
third (71-75-146). 

“Lam very proud of the way this group 
played,” said Palmer. “They worked hard 
both days and really deserved to win this 
lournament. It was a great win for us. We 
started very slowly in the final round on the 
front nine but the girls stayed composed and 
really rallied over the closing holes. | thought 
all the players did a tremendous job of con- 
tinuing to stay focused over all 18 holes.” 


Good Showing 


Lars Brovold. a junior on the Tide men’s golf 


team, set the school’ low round record with a 
63 he shot in the opening round of Vanderbilt's 
Mason Rudolph Collegiate in September. In 
March he proved his mettle again, this time 
with back-to-back top 10 finishes. 


Date Opponent 
August 30 — South Florida 


November 8 — Mississippi State 
November 15 LSU 
Navember 22 Auburn 
November 29 Hawaii 
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2003 Alabama Football Schedule 


September 6 Oklahoma 
September 13 ~~ Kentucky 
September 20 —_ Northern Illinois 
September 27 — Arkansas 
October+ Georgia 

October 11 Southern Miss (Homecoming) 

October 18 — Mississippi 

October25 Tennessee 


Brovold finished tied for second at the 
UNLV Collegiate Championships. His seven- 
under-par finish (70-67-72-209) came in a 
field that included the nation’s top ranked 
player and the top five teams. He finished 
second by one stroke to UNLV’s Ryan Moore 
who won the U.S. Amateur Public Links last 
summer and will play in the Masters in 
April. 

Brovold, who has had four top ten finishes 
this season, followed that second place fin- 
ish in Las Vegas with a tenth place finish at 
Alabama’s Conrad Rehling Spring Invita- 
tional (69-77-71~217). During his three sea- 
sons al Alabama, Brovold has had seven top 
10 finishes, five of those for an average of 
three under par, including two seven under 
par finishes this season, at UNLV and at 
Vanderbilt, 


Track Loss 

Alabama's men’s and women’s track and 
field teams opened the spring season in fine 
style this year, but it came at a high price for 
the men’s team of Coach Harvey Glance. 

David Kimani, a six-time NCAA champion 
in various distance running events, suffered 
a stress fracture in his leg, and will miss the 
remainder of his senior season. 

The men’s team is ranked 11th in the na- 
lion, 


Continuing Success 

Former Alabama track standout Miguel 
Pate continues his success in the long jump 
as he came away with his second straight 
title at the 2003 USA Indoor Track and Field 
Championships, with a jump of 27-1. 

Pate beat out third-ranked Dwight Phillips 
and top-ranked Savante Stringfellow. 

The victory qualified Pate to compete for 
Team USA at the 2003 World Indoor Track 
and Field Championships in Birmingham, 
England, and Pate brought home the bronze 
medal with a leap of just over 26-11. 

Pate won the NCAA Indoor long jump 
championship in 2002 and earned All- 
America in the triple jump for the Tide, help- 
ing the team post a program-best number 
two finish at the NCAA Championships. 

He closed out his Alabama career as a six- 
time All-America. 


Site Series Record 
Birmingham First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Even, |-1-] 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-2-1 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Athens Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Oxford Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Starkville Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-18-35 
Auburn Alabama leads, 38-28-1 
Honolulu Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
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2003 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Baseball 
Date/_ Opponent Time/ 
UA Score Opp. 
Astros Classic @ Houston 
9 La-Lafayette 3 
2 Houston 7 
6 Rice 5 
4+ Centenary 3 
7 SE Missouri 8 
16 SE Missouri 1 
9 SE Missouri 4 
21 Miss. Valley State 0 
9 Rhode Island 2 
9 Rhode Island 1 
7 Rhode Island 6 
18 Belmont 4 
16 Massachusetts 2 
6 Massachusetts 3 
12 Massachusetts 0 
6 Louisiana Tech 3 
8 Georgia 7 
12 Georgia 2 
7 Georgia 5 
3 @ Samford 2 
8 @ Florida 3 
1 @ Florida 6 
5 @ Florida 6 
15 @ UAB 8 
4 LSU 2 
6 LSU 10 
Mar. 30 LSU 2:00 
Apr.2 WestAlabama 6:30 
Apr.4 @Auburn 6:30 
Apr.5 @ Auburn 3;00 
Apr.6 @ Auburn 1:30 


Apr.8 @NW Siate 7:00 


Apr.9 @ Centenary 6:00 
Apr. lL Kentucky 6:30 
Apr. 12 Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 13. Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 16 South Alabama 6:30 
Apr. 18 @ Ole Miss 6:30 
Apr. 19 @ Ole Miss 4:00 
Apr. 20 @ Ole Miss 1:30 
Apr. 23. UAB 6:30 
Apr. 25 Arkansas 6:30 
Apr. 26 Arkansas 4:00 
Apr. 27 Arkansas 2:00 
Apr. 30 Samford 6:30 


May 2 @ Tennessee 6:00 

May 3 @ Tennessee 3:00 

May 4 @ Tennessee 1:00 

Bham-Southern 6:30 

May9 South Carolina 6:30 

May 10 South Carolina 3:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 

May 11 South Carolina 2:00 

May 13 Jacksonville State 6:30 

May 16 @ Mississippi St 6:30 

May 17 @ Mississippi St 2:00 

May 18 @ Mississippi St 1;30 

May 21- SEC Tournament 

May 25 @ Hoover Met 

May 30- NCAA Regionals 

June 1 @ campus sites 

June 6- NCAA SuperRegionals 

June 8 @ campus sites 

June 13- College World Series 

June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


All mes central 


30 


Softball 
Date Opponent Time 
Stacy Winsberg @ Los Angeles 
3 Cal-Fullerton 4 
4 Cal Fullerton 1 
3 Cal-Northridge 0 
4+ UCLA 5 
7 Loyola-Marymount 4 


Fun [n Sun Classic @ Miami 
Florida Atlantic 0 
Florida International 4 
Ohio State 4 
Florida International 1 
Ohio State 7 
Bama Bash 
Winthrop 0 
Western Kentucky 4 
a 
0 
1 


_ 


Southern Illinois 
Western Kentucky 
Southern Illinois 
Leadoff Classic @ Columbus, Ga. 
Illinois State 0 
California 2 
Notre Dame 4 
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Crimson Classic 
Kansas 
Texas-Arlington 
Penn State 
Kansas 
Penn State 


K+ orn 
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@ Jacksonville St 
Arkansas (2) 
Arkansas 
-1 @ Tennessee (2) 
@ Tennessee 
Southern Miss 
Troy State 
Kentucky (2) 4- 
Kentuc 
@ La-Lafayeue 
Mar. 29 @LSU (2) 4 
Mar. 30 @ LSU 1 
Apr.2 Auburn (2) 5 
Apr.3 Auburn = 
I 
1 
3 
3 
1 


' 

+ 

_ 
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Apr.5 Ole Miss (2) 
Apr.6 Ole Miss 

Apr.8 @ Florida (2) 
Apr.9 @ Florida 

Apr. 12 Mississippi St (2) 1: 
Apr. 13 Mississippi St 1:30 
Apr. 18 @ So. Carolina (2) 4:00 
Apr. 19 @So. Carolina Noon 
Apr. 23 UT-Chattanooga 6:00 
Apr. 26 Georgia Tech (2) Noon 
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May 3 @ Georgia (2) 1:00 
May + @ Georgia 2:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 


May 8- SEC Tournament 
May 11 @ Plant City, Fla. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Result 
Feb. 9- Tulane Intercollegiate 
Feb. [0 @ New Orleans 7 of 9 
Mar. 14- Lady Gamecock 

Mar.16 @Columbia, SC rain 
Mar, 24- Samford Invitational 


Mar, 25 @ Calera lof 18 
Apr. 5- Liz Murphey Classic 
Apr.7 @ Athens, Ga. 


Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr.20 @ Lexington, Ky. 
May 8- NCAA Regional 

May 10 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
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Men’s Tennis 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp. 
Troy State 
Southern Miss 
@ Northwestern 
Georgia Tech 
Jacksonville St 
Georgia State 
UT-Chattanooga 
Ohio State 
Florida State 
@ MTSU 
@ LSU 
@ Arkansas 
@ Tennessee 
Georgia 
South Florida 
Mississippi State 
Ole Miss 
@ Texas ASM 
2 Florida 
Mar. 30 South Carolina 1:00 
Apr. 4 @ Kentucky 5:00 
Apr.6 @ Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr.9 @UAB 2:00 
Apr. 12 @ Auburn 5:00 
Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Oxford, Miss. 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 @ campus sites 

May 17- NCAA Championships 
May 26 @ Athens, Ga. 
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Men's Golf 


Date Event Result 
Feb. 8- Gator Invitational 
Feb.9@Gainesville 8 of 15 
Mar. 7- UNLV Invitational 
Mar.9 @Las Vegas 9 of 15 
Mar. 14- Rehling Invitational 
Mar. 16 @ Capstone Club 2 of 9 
Mar. 30- National Collegiate 


Apr.1 — @ Tucson, Ariz. 
Apr. 5- Augusta St. Invit. 
Apr.6 @ Augusta, Ga. 


Apr. 11- Billy Hitchcock Invit. 
Apr. 12) @ Auburn 

Apr. 25- SEC Championships 
Apr. 27 @Sea Island, Ga. 
May 15- NCAA Regionals 
May 17 @TBA 

May 28- NCAA Championships 
May 30 @ Stillwater, Okla. 


Women's Tennis 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 


7 Georgia State 0 
7 UT-Chattanooga 0 
7 Washington State 0 
7 Penn State 0 
Mobile Collegiate 

6 Fla. International = 1 

South Alabama 6 
", Houston A) 
6 West Virginia 1 
4 @ Florida State 3 
7 LSU 0 
7 Arkansas 0 
1 @ Georgia 6 
6 @ Mississippi State | 
5 @ Ole Miss 2 
7 Minnesota 0 
0 @ Florida 7 
Mar. 30 @ So. Carolina Noon 
Apr.4 Kentucky 3:00 
Apr.6 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr. 11 UAB 3:00 
Apr. 13. Auburn 1:00 


Apr. 18- SEC Championship 
Apr. 20 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 9- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 TBA 

May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ South Bend, Ind. 


Men's Outdoor Track 
Date Event Finish 
Mar. 20- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 23 Ist 
Mar. 28- Florida Relays 
Mar. 29 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Mar. 28- Stanford Invitational 
Mar, 29 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 
Apr. 12 Sun Angel @ Tempe, AZ 
Apr. 19- Ole Miss Invitational 
Apr. 20 @ Oxford, Miss. 
Apr. 24- Drake Relays 
Apr. 26 @ Des Moines, Iowa 
May3 —_ Jesse Owens Invite 

@ Columbus, Ohio 
May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 
May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Mar, 20- Alabama Relays 
Mar, 23 Ist 
Mar. 29. SEC Four-Way 

@ Athens, Ga. 
Apr. 4- Georgia Tech Invite 
Apr.5  @Atlanta, Ga. 
Apr. 10- Sea Rays Relays 
Apr.11 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
Apr, 24- Drake Relays 
Apt. 26 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May3 —_LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 


Date Event Finish 
May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 

May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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There’s a lot more to this great-looking 
GE kitchen than great looks. 


Acker Appliance Co. Bull Appliance Center Lowry Sales & Service Moore Hardware 
Tuscaloosa, AL Jasper, AL Georgiana, AL Dadeville, AL 
205-345-5055 205-384-4545 334-376-2928 256-825-6211 256-593-4218 


Benson’s Appliance Center Frederickson Appliance Co. Mazer’s Appliance Center Owens True Value Wilson-Dismukes Inc. 
Foley, AL Sheffield, AL Birmingham, AL Monroeville, AL Mobile, AL 
251-943-5096 256-383-7992 205-942-2744 251-575-3263 251-476-9871 


Bob Wallace Appliance Humphries Home & Auto Miller Appliance & United Super 
Huntsville, AL Opelika, AL Furniture Red Level, AL 
256-533-2121 334-745-3941 Huntsville, AL 334-469-5804 

256-534-3577 


We bring good things to life. 


AN IRRESISTIBLE AROMA INVITES ALL 
To THIS SANCTUARY For THE SENSES. 


HERE, STYLE anpD PERFORMANCE 
LIVE IN PERFECT ec | 
AND EVERY MOMEN | 

IS WRAPPED IN BEAUTY. ' 


S & S AP PLIANCE > ——_, Welcome to the complete 


‘ - KitchenAid kitchen. 
Major Appliance ee ; 
: From built-in refrigerators to 
Sales & Service 


pee cer (s 4 dual fuel ranges and warming 
in Birmingham since 1960! drawers, it’s a total experience 
in power and precision. 

So every culinary dream is 
beautifully achieved in a 
kitchen designed to perfection. 
To learn more about these 
products and the entire 
KitchenAid” line, visit 


‘ weet oun 
Three locations serving you... — — 


601 Graymont Ave N. (Downtown) 
Birmingham, AL 
205-324-1673 


The perfect place for all things delicious. : : 
2641 Pelham Parkway Inspired by the powers of KitchenAid, www.KitchenAid.com, 
Pelham, AL | | or call 1.800.422.1230. 
205-663-4444 
7001 Crestwood Blvd (Festival Center) . ~ 
Birmingham, AL \\ 


FOR THE WAY IT'S MADE.” 


Cub CadeL 


Big Country 
6x4 Utility Vehicle 


* 6-wheel fully independent 
suspension 

* Powerful 20 HP Honda 
V-Twin OHV engine 

* Standard 4-wheel drive 


* Huge 13.3 cu. ft. bed with 
1,400 Ib. payload capacity 

* Full line of accessories and 
attachments available 


Big Country starting at 


8599 


Cub Cadet-\ 


“0% FOR 12 MONTHS - Promotion avaiable to qualfied buyers using the Cob Cadet Powe: (ond on spectic products #5 by Cob Codet. A minirwum purchase of $4,000 is required. The mininam monthly poyment shall be 1/12 the pace ene, cad v0 Fhency Ces wil ecne 8 aches a 
the expiration date of the prom chenel pied, 0s mdcoted on yoot Sutement. Al the expiration of thes special plan, the standord rete wil appl to any nowdelinqueat outstanding balence Elective 04/01 /02, the vonable APR for porchases s 13.90%. Minimo finance change SSO. Cond provided by Conseco 
Bonk, Inc Financing promotion for residential cxstomers onby, Financing offer ends | 1/30/02 


The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 


your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum® 
GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus. 


The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 
: RE DODGE 
right moves. For more, visit dodge.com or call 800-4 ADODGE. 


| 
} 


A DRIVER’S LICENSE — 
IS A TERRIBLE THING 
TOWASTE. 


Stratus 


